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     The Ross Elementary School 
PTO recently held a Race for Edu-
cation fundraiser at the school in the 
Lake-Lehman School District.
      “We asked the students to bring 
in mailing labels for their families 
and friends and then we sent out 
donation envelopes,” said Melissa 
Lukavitch, PTO secretary and event 
coordinator for the second year. 
“Last year we raised over $8000 
and we think we will surpass that 
this year.” The funds are used for 
field trips, extra classroom supplies 
and holiday gifts. Local businesses 
also help with the event and DJ Son 
of the Drifter provided free enter-
tainment throughout the event.

Race for Education recently held at Lake-Lehman 
Ross Elementary School

Lined up to start the Race for Education at Ross Elementary were stu-
dents in Mrs. Kreidler’s Kindergarten class. From left are Ava DeYoung, 
Dalton Rambus, Ashlyn Maguire, Victor Russell and Carol Redman.

Photo right: Second grader 
Trevor Sciandra grabbed a quick 
hug from his brother Teegan and 
mom Amanda during the Ross 
Elementary event.
       Continued inside on page 15.
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The Men’s Brotherhood and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Dallas will hold its last Roast Beef Supper of 
2016  on November 5th. Our Roast Beef Dinner, served family style, includes mashed potatoes/gravy, veg-
etables, fresh rolls, our delicious pepper hash and homemade desserts. Take-outs are available from 3:30 pm 
and tables served from 4pm  to 6:30 pm. Adults $10.00, children under 12, $5.00. Tickets may be purchased 
at the door the night of the dinner. St. Paul’s is located at 474 Yalick Road (Rt. 118), Dallas, and is fully 
handicapped accessible. Shown in photo above, front from left are: Jeff Wilt, Joel Eneboe, Bob McGuire, 
Bill Smith, and Bill Peiffer. Standing behind are:  Lee Fett, Dave Janoski, Joe Hardisky, Dave Kowalek, 
Brad Ide,  and Howard Shafer.

Men’s Brotherhood and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
of Dallas Announces Roast Beef Supper

Closed on 
Thanksgiving Day

Veterans Day Special - FREE Personal Pizza For Veterans with proper I.D.
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Friends and family helped out at the fundraiser. From left are Nathan 
Siperko, Jacob Dragon, Adam Barberio and Alyssa Dragon.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church recently held fundraiser to help fund Stem Cell Transplant Procedure
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       A fundraising dinner was re-
cently held at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church to help fund a stem cell 
transplant procedure for Jackie 
Siperko. 
   The dinner featured pulled pork 
sandwiches, homemade macaroni 
and cheese, and baked beans fol-
lowing a recipe that has been in 
the family for three generations. 
Friends and members of the parish 
provided a variety of cakes for des-
sert. 
     “I have multiple sclerosis and 
am schedule for a procedure in June 
that I hope will help me,” said 42-
year-old Jackie, who is the mother 
of two sons, Dustin and Derek. 
       You can donate directly to help 
Jackie by going to www.HelpHo-
peLive.org and search for Jackie 
Siperko.  

Helping out at a dinner to benefit Melissa Siperko, from left, are Jerry 
Siperko, Ed Fritzinger, and Susan Siperko.

Jackie Siperko, center, is pictured with her mother Darlene Reynaud, 
left, and her sister Billie Reynaud.

Photo right: Pictured at the fund-
raising dinner for Jackie are her 
husband Jim and son Derek, and, 
on left is Rick James.
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Free Exercise 
Class planned
     Ladies Exercise Class will be 
held on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 
9AM at the Sweet Valley Church 
of Christ, 5439 Main Road, Sweet 
Valley. Call or visit for more infor-
mation 570-477-2320. Online at: 
www. svccconnect.org.

Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is 
available at River of Life Fellow-
ship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, 
Lehman, on an  as-needed basis.  
If you need help, or just someone 
to talk to, call Denise at 570-639-
2115 for further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s Ec-
umenical Group meets at the Irem 
Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.  All men are welcome 
to join the group as they share fun,  
fellowship and faith. 

Annual Chicken 
Dinner planned
       Come out and support your local 
Kunkle Fire Department for their 
annual Chicken Dinner on Satur-
day,  November 5, at the Kunkle 
Fire Company Social Hall, Kunkle 
Road, Kunkle.
   This all you can eat dinner - serv-
ing from 4:00-6:30pm. Take outs 
available $10 for adults and $5 chil-
dren.   Tickets will be available at 
the door.  Call 570-675-3334. 

RCIA Adult 
Inquiry Group 
Now Forming
     Gate of Heaven and Our Lady 
of Victory Catholic Churches are 
forming an RCIA Adult Inquiry 
Group for those who are interested 
in hearing about becoming a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ in our parish 
Churches. 
      Please contact Lynn Marie Busch 
at the parish office 570-675-2121.   
Group is for non-Catholics, as well 
as, for Catholics who have not yet 
received all the sacraments and 
would like to continue their journey 
- or for those who have fallen away 
and would like to be active again.

All You Can Eat 
Buffet planned
      The Huntsville United Method-
ist Church will be hosting an all you 
can eat buffet on November 12th 
from 4:30 - 7.  The cost is $10 for 
adults, $5 for children and Veterans 
are FREE.
      The church is located at 1233 
Huntsville Road, Shavertown.

Ham Dinner 
Family Style
     Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a ham dinner on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12.  Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  
Take-outs begin at 4:00.  Adults 
$11.00, children under 12 are $6.00 
and children under 6 eat free.  Call 
477-5121 for more information.

Harvey’s Lake 
Women’s Club 
Annual Raffle
    For over sixty years the Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs 
(GFWC) Harvey’s Lake has sup-
ported many community projects 
in the Back Mountain including 
scholarships for top students, food 
banks, holiday cheer baskets for 
the elderly, Ruth’s Place, VA Medi-
cal Center Garden, as well as local 
events such as Meadows on the 
Pond, Luzerne County Fair and the 
Library Auction. This is made pos-
sible by generous donations to our 
Annual Raffle.  We thank the more 
than 60 businesses and merchants in 
the Back Mountain who have con-
tributed prizes this year.   
        Tickets are on sale now and can 
be purchased by calling the Com-
mittee Chair at 610-256-9660.

All you can eat 
Soup and Salad 
Supper 
        Members of the Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church family on 
Mount Zion Road in Harding  are 
holding an “All you can eat Soup 
and Salad Supper” on Saturday, No-
vember 5, from 4:30 pm until 7:00 
pm. 
     A variety of soups, chili, breads, 
salads, beverages, and desserts will 
be offered. Adult dinners cost $7 
and children’s meals cost $4. Lots 
of great food and great fellowship 
available! Every one is welcome. 
     For questions, call Karen at 570-
885-1650.

Craft & Holiday 
Gift Sale
      Plan to attend on Saturday 
November 5, 2016, at the Dallas 
Eastern Star Building Association, 
15 Foster Street, Dallas,   (behind 
CVS Drugstore). Doors open from 
9:00am to 3:00pm and Eastern Star 
members will be serving lunch as 
well as “Our Famous Welsh Cook-
ies”. 
     A varity of  items will be available 
along with lunch, featuring Haluski 
and homemade soup. Come out & 
enjoy doing some Holiday Shop-
ping & enjoy lunch with a friend. 
       For vendor information call: 
Dianne Corby at 570-675-4893.
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Dallas Borough Curbside 
Yard Waste Collection & 
Fall Leaf Pick Up Schedule
           The 2016 Dallas Borough Fall Leaf Collection 
Program will begin the week of November 1, 2016. 
      Leaf collection will continue throughout the entire 
month of November or until the first significant snow 
event of the winter season.  The Borough asks that our 
residents comply with the following leaf collection 
guidelines:
• Leaves only (no grass clippings or other yard waste) 
should be raked to the curbside for vacuum collection.  
The vacuum equipment will not function properly if 
residents commingle yard waste with the leaves.
• Residents are asked to please rake all leaves to the 
curbside in long thin rows approximately three feet 
wide.  Placing the leaves curbside in this manner will 
facilitate collection.  Do not place any items on the road-
way or within gutters.  This will create a hazard for driv-
ers and potentially block storm drains. 
• Residents that prefer to collect leaves and place them 
in plastic bags may do so by placing the bags curbside 
for pick-up.
      Please contact the Dallas Borough administrative 
office at 570-675-1389 or the Road Department at 570-
674-5362 with any questions concerning the Dallas 
Borough 2016 Fall Leaf collection program.

SNOW TIRES 
FOR SALE

Four GT Radial Champiro 
Ice Pro Studded Snow 

Tires 205-55R-16. 
Excellent condition $330. 

Call Dave at 
570-328-8803

Human Trafficking From 
Denial to Engagement
      Conference to be Held on November 18, 2016. 
Family Service Association of Northeastern PA (FSA 
NEPA) will host their 7th Annual National Family 
Week Conference entitled “Human Trafficking: From 
Denial to Engagement” on Friday, November 18, 2016. 
The conference will be held at Genetti Best Western 
Hotel and Conference Center in Wilkes-Barre and reg-
istration will begin at 8:00AM. Twenty exhibitors will 
be present with resources for attendees throughout the 
day. Register online at Eventbrite www.fsanepanation-
alfamilyweek.eventbrite.com
       For additional information on the upcoming con-
ference or to become a sponsor for the event, please 
contact FSA NEPA at 570-823-5144, ext. 309 or email 
aloomis@fsanepa.org.

Lehman Jackson Elementary 
PTO plans Bingo
      The Lehman Jackson Elementary PTO will hold a 
Monthly BINGO on Saturday, November 5th, 2016 at 
the Jackson Township Fire Hall.  Doors open at 6 PM 
and the first game starts at 7 PM.  The cost is $10 for ten 
regular BINGO games. There will also be special games 
and a 50/50 drawing.  
      Jackpot is up to $300. To reserve your spot for the 
game please visit www.lje-pta.com/bingo or contact 
Christin at 570-690-4301.  Food and beverages will be 
available for purchase.  For  updates join the BINGO at 
Jackson Twp fire hall Chase Rd Facebook group.

Back Mountain
KNITTING 
CLASSES
Join in the Fun 

Making Seasonal Projects!
Pumpkin 

Napkin Rings 
November 14 & 15

Monday 5:30-7:30pm &
Tuesday, 5:30pm - until finish. 

Register by November 7th. 
Materials included in $35 fee. 

Bring needle size 7 
and a linen napkin.

Christmas Tree Decor
November 19 & 22

Saturday 1-3pm and Tuesday, 
5:30pm unitl finish. 

Materials included in $40 fee. 
Bring needle 4 and darning 

needle. Although materials are 
included, you may wish to bring 
embroidery or buttons. Class size 
limited. Register by November 1.

Christmas Tree 
Ornament

Beginning Level Techniques 
Required. Class size limited. 

December 5 & 6
 Monday 5:30-7:30pm and 

Tuesday, 5:30pm until finish. 
Register by November 21.

Materials incluced in $30 fee.
If you choose to decorate further, 
you may bring your own special 

buttons and needle size 7.
Mini Santa Hat 

Ornament
December 14 & 15

Wednesday 5-7pm and
Thursday 5pm until finish.

Materials included in $20 fee. 
Bring 9” circular needle size 3. 
(Available 3 new at $10 each.

Contact Purls of Wisdom
 (570) 239-4896 

for more information 
on classes & location.



In his last year of school, Ethan Sensbach, as part of his senior project 
for Lake-Lehman High School, took over the duties of glazing more 
than 100 bowls and assisted with the firing of the them.  Ethan was also 
at the Arts at Hayfield craft fair to set up the tent and assist in selling 
the bowls.  With Ethan helping his father, Skip, with this decade old 
family tradition, Green Dog Pottery was able to donate $1,185.00 from 
the sale of the bowls to the Back Mountain Food Pantry.
In conjunction with the Empty Bowls Project, Ethan is also organizing 
a food drive for Lake- Lehman High School, just in time to help the 
food pantry feed more than 200 families on Thanksgiving Day.
Shown in photo, from left are:  Ann Rish, secretary of the Food Pan-
try Board of Directors; Cal Sutton, vice president of the board; Ethan 
Sensbach; Bob McGuire, president of the board; Carol Eyet, food pan-
try manager.

Community News • November 2016 • Page 6

Your donations are needed at the Back Mountain Food Pantry
        Help from the public is needed 
to restock the shelves at the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  Demand 
for food is up substantially during 
this holiday season, and supplies are 
down due to reduced giving during 
summer vacation time.  
       It is expected that more than 
200 Thanksgiving food orders will 
be distributed to registered clients 
just in time for the holiday.  And 
as temperatures begin to fall as we 
head into the winter season, fami-
lies and the elderly will have the di-
lemma of food vs. fuel, or food vs. 
medications,   Also children will be 
out of school for the holidays and 
miss receiving some of their meals 
at school.   
      Any individuals or groups wish-
ing to conduct a food drive during 
November and December to help 
with the food needed for the season 
are encouraged to schedule delivery 
to the food pantry as soon as possi-
ble.     Please call 570-696-2917 to

schedule food drives and delivery 
dates so that the volunteers can be 
on hand to receive, sort and organize 
the food.  All food items should car-
ry current dates to ensure their qual-
ity and nutritional value.          The 
food pantry is located in the lower 
level of the Trucksville United 
Methodist Church Administration 
Building across the street from the 
church.
       Monetary donations for the 
food pantry holiday project may be 
sent to: Back Mountain Food Pan-
try, c/o Trucksville United Meth-
odist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, 
Trucksville, PA  18708.  Checks 
should be made payable to the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  The pantry 
is now an approved 501(c)(3) chari-
ty,  and all donations are tax deduct-
ible as allowed by law.
    Smaller amounts of donated food  
from individuals may be dropped 
off at Cook’s Pharmacy, Rt. 309, 
Shavertown;     Hilbert’s      Tractor 

Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, off Rt. 118, Dal-
las, during their regular hours of 
operation.   
     Suggested nonperishable food 
items needed during November 
and December are: cranberry sauce, 
stuffing    mix, boxed dried potato 
mix, canned sweet potatoes, canned 
gravy, canned fruits and vegetables, 
macaroni and cheese,    rice, pasta, 
canned evaporated milk, hot choco-
late mix, tea, canned hams, tuna 
fish, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-0, pud-
ding mix, cake mixes, canned frost-
ing, cereal, juice and soup.  
        The Board of Directors of the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry wish 
to thank everyone for their support 
throughout the holidays and all year 
long.  The food pantry and the ser-
vice it provides would not be possi-
ble without the generous support of 
the residents of our Back Mountain 
community.

Empty Bowls senior project 
benefits the food pantry

All You Can Eat Buffet Breakfast Planned
     Join us on Sunday, November 13, 8am-12 noon at the Kunkle Social 
Hall, Kunkle Road.  Adults are $9 and children $4. Breakfast benefits 
Kunkle Volunteer Fire Company.
       For more information call 570-675-3334.



         A Thanksgiving week tradition 
on Main Street in Dallas for the past 40 
years has been the student art exhibit at 
Sue Hand’s Imagery.  This year the tra-
dition continues for the 41st year from 
November 21-26 when Imagery stu-
dents of all ages display their art for the 
public to view.
  Artworks on display include impres-
sionistic and realistic works in all fine 
art drawing and painting media.  Land-
scapes, seascapes, still lifes, portraits 
and figures, animals and floral compo-
sitions will be exhibited.  Students ages 
range from 5 to 80’s. Award winning 
artist and teacher Sue Hand will be 
present during the exhibit to welcome 
visitors and answer questions about the 
artwork.  She invites visitors to watch 
while she draws and paints on her own 
current projects.  Besides Hand, Imagery instructors also include Lora Womer, Michael Hiscox, Nicole Jacobs and Alexis 
Lanza.  The public is invited to view the exhibit at Sue Hand’s Imagery, 35 Main Street, Dallas, during Thanksgiving 
Week. Hours are Mon., November 21, Wed., November 23 and Fri. November 25 from 9:00 – 6:00; Tues., November 22 
noon– 9:00; and Sat., November 26 from 9:00 – 4:00.  The exhibit will be closed Thanksgiving Day.  
      For more information, call 570-675-5094.  Above: Sue Hand and her students prepare for this year’s 41st Annual Thanks-
giving Student Art Exhibit.  From left are: Kyle Yagloski, Gianna Williams, Sue Hand, Isabella DeFinnis, and Morgan 
Williams.
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A Thanksgiving week tradition on Main Street in Dallas
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Altar and Rosary Society 60th Annual Birthday Tea

The Altar and Rosary Society of Gate of Heaven Church, Dallas, held its 60th Annual Birthday Tea on Sun-
day, September 25, 2016.  It is the society’s biggest fundraiser of the year.  Nearly 200 guests attended the 
event.  Shown in photo above, first row from left:  Ann Marie Gries, Renee Benedetti, Mary Ann Hardisky, 
Rev. Daniel A. Toomey. Row 2:  Angie Murray, Barbara Michaels, Rachel Habib, Sunny Cesarini, Linda 
Traver, Kathy Selner, Alexandra Wilson, Grace Aiello. Row 3:  Theresa Gatusky, Pauline Solinski, Mari-
anne Cogan, Cathy Mugford. Row 4: Dede Scafella, Sarah Strazdus, Beth Bessmer, Ellen Wildes, Sharon 
Lumbis. Row 5:  Valerie Aiello, Carol Carroll,  and Sandra Serhan.



Back Mountain Memorial Library announces the return 
of its popular, “Extravagant Holiday Sale”  
      This 4th annual sale includes 
brilliant offerings of holiday themed 
decorations, as well as unique gift 
items.  It will be held on Friday, No-
vember 18 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, November 19 from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
     The Reference Room of the li-
brary, located at 96 Huntsville Road, 
Dallas, will showcase a variety of 
the following items: Holiday deco-
rations, vintage ornaments, Christ-
mas trees, wreaths/holiday floral ar-
rangements, collectible figures, table 
centerpieces, new and slightly used 
holiday items, unique gift items, gift 
wrap, cards, candles and much more! 
All items are priced to sell, so shop 
early for the best selection.  Call the 
Library at (570) 675-1182 for more 
information.  Pictured in the photo above, from left are:  Sharon Ayers, Anna Korey, Cindy DeRosa and Vicky 
Grzyboski (Holiday Sale Chairperson).
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News from the Back Mountain Memorial Library
    If you want to share your talent and knack for craftiness, the Back Moun-
tain Memorial Library is currently seeking volunteers that love to paint and 
stencil furniture or picture frames, sew or embroider pillows, and add their 
own creative flair to help “spruce” up items donated for our annual auc-
tion.  You may sign up at the library and work on the items at your own 
convenience.    
     Don’t forget, too, that the Library is always happy to welcome local art-
ists and photographers to exhibit their work on the Art Wall located in the 
Library’s Reference room.  
    The Library also has the following programs/events scheduled for No-
vember; so be sure to check your calendars and register early, as space is 
limited.  You may call the Library at (570)675-1182 for more information 
and to pre-register for any of the following:  The Monday Morning Book 
Discussion Group currently has openings for new members.  This group 
meets at the Library on the fourth Monday morning of each month, begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m.  
   Color Therapy Fridays – This creative group will be meeting on Fridays 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon:  November 11 & November 18.
    There are still openings for the Toddlers’ and Three-to-Five year olds’ 
Fall Storytimes. Parents may call the library at (570)675-1182 to pre-reg-
ister. Story Times began the week of October 16 and will end the week of 
December 4.  Call the Library for more information.
     Boom in the Night!  Saturday, November 12, 11:00 a.m.  If you missed 
the excitement at Misericordia University when things “went boom in the 
night,”  come to the Back Mountain Memorial Library for some science 
fun!   Please call the library to register.
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FREE Wi-Fi

Craft Fair planned
      The Fellowship Church Youth 
Ministry will be hosting their 4th 
annual Holiday Craft Fair on Sat-
urday, November 19 from 10am to 
5pm at the Fellowship Church, 45 
Hildebrandt Road, Dallas, to sup-
port students attending Student Life 
Missions Camp next summer. 
       Visitors will be able to shop 
from a variety of handcrafted items 
like jewelry, woodworking, decora-
tions, and baked goods. 
    For more information visit fel-
lowshipefc.org.

Kingston Township Winter Parking
Ordinance
     Kingston Township’s Winter Parking Ordinance will be in effect begin-
ning November 1 until March 31, 2017. Parking is prohibited on Township 
streets between the hours of 10:00 am and 6:00 pm daily. 
    Also stated in the Ordinance is that parking is prohibited on Township 
streets during snow storms or for eight (8) hours after the end of a snow 
storm. 

Sweet Valley Area 
Crime Watch
       The Sweet Valley Area Crime 
Watch meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at 
the  Sweet Valley Church of Christ, 
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For 
information call  570-477-3655.
        Together Gathering In Fellow-
ship - FREE & meets on 3rd Friday 
every month at 7:00 PM at the Sweet 
Valley Church of Christ. Come and 
enjoy a different topic each month. 
Refreshments provided. 

Wyoming Valley 
Civil War Round 
Table announces 
meeting 
    The Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Round Table will meet on Thursday, 
November 10, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the lower level of the Daddow-Isaa-
cs American Legion, 730 Memorial 
Highway, Dallas, PA.  
    The program for the evening will 
be presented by Mr. Charles Petril-
lo, local author of several books on 
our area’s history. His subjects in-
clude Harveys Lake, Ricketts Glen, 
Bear Creek and the Susquehanna 
River. He is the creator of the Har-
veys Lake History Website www.
harveyslake.org.  Mr. Petrillo’s pre-
sentation covers the legacy of local 
Civil War hero, Col. Robert Bruce 
Ricketts, his post Civil War life as 
a lumber baron, his life at Ganoga 
Lake and the creation of Ricketts 
Glen State Park. 
    The program is open to the pub-
lic.  A three dollar donation will be 
accepted for non-members. New 
members are always welcome.
     For information contact John at 
(570) 675-8936.

Annie’s Blurb 
  Our improvement project is fin-
ished!  Come and See!  St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 474 Yalick Rd. 
(off Route 118) in Dallas, is pleased 
to announce the following activities 
and events for the month of No-
vember:
 Our annual All Saints’ 
commemoration will be held the 
weekend of November 5/6 at all 
services.  All church members new-
ly baptized or deceased since last 
year’s All Saints’ celebration will 
be remembered in prayer, and their 
photos displayed in the Narthex 
among all the saints.
   Our Adopt-a-Highway road 
cleanup in October had to be post-
poned, so we’ll be out bright and 
early on Saturday, November 12 
to clean Route 118 from Yalick 
Road to Cook’s Store in Lehman.  
Please come to the church by 6:15 
am to pick up gloves, safety vests, 
and trash bags.  This is an excellent 
service opportunity!  Many hands 
make light work, so join us as we 
keep our little part of the planet a 
bit cleaner.
    The Back Mountain Railroad 
Club will meet on Mondays, No-
vember 14 and 28 this month.  If 
you have an interest in any gauge 
model trains, come share your en-
thusiasm with this group!
   Near to our hearts is the 5th an-
nual Corey Ehret 5K to be held at 
the Dallas High School on Satur-
day, November 19, to remember 
and celebrate the lives affected by 
cancer.  The 5K run is at 4:00 pm, 
Family Walk at 4:45 pm, and Re-
lease of Lanterns at 5:30 pm.  Food, 
beverages, and “Peach” items will 
be available for sale.  All proceeds 
benefit the Corey Ehret Student of 
the Quarter Scholarship.  Please 
search “Ehret 5K” to register.
 The annual community 
ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
will be held on Sunday, November 
20 at 4:00 pm at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in Lake Silkworth.  Please 
bring along some canned goods for 
donations to the food pantry.
 If you have questions 
about any of the events or activi-
ties offered by St. Paul’s, please call 
the church office at 570-675-3859 
or email us at stpaul@epix.net.  St. 
Paul’s is a handicapped accessible 
facility.  COME and SEE all that St. 
Paul’s has to offer!
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Annual Veterans Day Concert planned

On Sunday evening, November 6 at 7:00 PM, the Shavertown United Methodist Church (UMC) Fine Arts Se-
ries and the Back Mountain Men’s Ecumenical Group (BMMEG) will co-sponsor a patriotic concert to honor 
our veterans.  All proceeds will benefit the 1st Lt. Michael Cleary Memorial Fund which supports veterans and 
their families.  Many groups and individuals will participate including the Shavertown UMC Chancel Choir, 
God’s Handful, Praise Ringers and Children of Light along with Tim Zimmerman on trumpet.   This will be a 
night to honor America, honor our veterans and raise money for a fund that helps those individuals and fami-
lies who have given so much for us. Tickets are available from any of the men in the BMMEG at 570-881-3712, 
the Shavertown UMC office at 570-675-3616, or at the door.  Tickets are $5.00.  The church is located at 163 N. 
Pioneer Avenue, Shavertown. Two dozen veterans from the BMMEG posed for this photo at a recent breakfast 
meeting to help get the word out about this very special night of gratitude and remembrance. Seated from left:  
Pete Roushey, Air Force; Ken Cosgrove, Navy; Barry Edwards, Navy; Clarence Michael, Army; Anthony 
Palischak, Air Force; Fred Murray, Air Force; Patrick McGough, Navy. Second row: Phillip Brown, Army; 
Art Peoples, Air Force; Tom Robinson, Navy; John Doerfler, Army; William Kull, Navy; Marvin Cunning-
ham, Navy; Ted Rebennack, Army; Royal Sutton, Air Force. Third row: George Gross, Army; Don Dickson, 
Air Force; John Brougher, Air Force; Otto Voit, Army; Nick Michalisin, Army; Jay Niskey, Air Force; John 
Sidorek, Coast Guard. Fourth row: Willis Ide, Army; and Ned Podehl, Army.

The Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors Annual Fall and Holiday Craft Show will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, November 19 at the Lake-Lehman Jr./Sr. High School. Just in time for celebrating Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, up to 100 crafters will be on site offering holiday gift items and home decor. A wide variety of 
vendors will sell wreaths, wood crafts, hand crafted beaded & silver jewelry, candles, soaps and lotions, candy 
and fudge and much more! Our Cafeteria will be open to serve you all day.  Admission is free and all proceeds 
benefit the Lake-Lehman Jr./Sr. High School Band Programs. For more information call  570-256-3396, email 
to bandcraftshow@gmail.com or you can find out more at http://www.lakelehmanbandsponsors.com/craft-
shows. Members of the 2016 Marching Knights.  Front from left are: Samantha Mihalko, Gwen Tereska, 
Katie Kostrobala, Katie Kaminski, Andrew Leahy, Zack Zaleskas, Caleb DePiero, Bailey White. Second row 
from left: Justin Doran, Charlie Wilson, Abby Winter, Cierra Snyder, David Miller, Kailee Steele, Madison 
Chulick, Emily Shirey, Mason Price.  Third row from left: Evan Judge, Carly Trapani, Collin MacMullen, Nik 
Antinnes, Conner Price, Tanner Manzoni. Standing behind are:  Lacey Carey, Dakota Williams, Sierra Titus, 
Mikayla Kidd.  Missing from photo:  Dillon Ide and Dale White.

Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors Annual Fall Craft Show
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Community 
Flea Market, 
Rummage Sale 
planned
     Join us at the Loyalville United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, No-
vember 12 from 9:00am to 3:00pm. 
Breakfast and lunch items available. 
Space available inside for $10 per 
table. To reserve space call Sandy at 
(570) 762-2699 or the church  570-
477-3521 day of event. 
     Watch for signs. From Tunkhan-
nock, take 29 /309 south. In Bow-
man’s Creek continue on 29 south. 
In Noxen, turn left and continue ap-
proximately 9 miles. Approximately 
8 miles out is Lake Township Bldg. 
on left. Loyalville Road is 1 mile 
ahead (turn left) and  church is 3/4 
mile on left.    

“Songs of Democracy” Patriotic
Favorites and American Classics
to Honor American Veterans and 
Military
       The Symphonic Chorus of the Choral Society of Northeast Pennsylva-
nia, under the direction of Dr. Alan Baker, will open their 2016-2017 season 
on Sunday afternoon, November 6th at 4:00 pm in the new Dallas High 
School Auditorium. 
      The program, titled, “Songs of Democracy,” will blend patriotic favor-
ites, music of America’s most famous composers, and audience singing to 
honor both American military veterans and current service personnel, all 
of whom will be admitted free of charge. A Color Guard will also present 
the flag and special musical selections will be offered, as well, by the Dal-
las High School Chamber Choir, under the direction of Ms. Cassie Palfey. 
Piano accompaniment will be provided by the Choral Society’s principal 
accompanist Ron Stabinsky, and Dr. Charisse Baldoria, Assistant Professor 
of Piano at Bloomsburg University. 
      A reception will follow. General admission for adults is $15.00, with 
children 18 and under also admitted free of charge. A $2.00 discount is 
available to seniors, adult students, and members of WVIA, with tickets 
available at the door, by calling the Choral Society at (570) 343-6707, or 
sending an email from the Society’s website at www.choralsociety.net. 

7th Annual Dinner with Ham, Turkey 
Raffles announced 
       American Legion Riders Post 495 will host their 7th Annual dinner with 
Ham & Turkey Raffles on November 12th, 2016. A pork dinner with green 
beans, rolls, mashed potatoes, applesauce, desserts will be held from 5 pm 
to 8 pm at the American Legion, 575 State Route 239, Shickshinny.
      Tickets are available in advance at the post for $8.00. All sales at the 
door will be $10.00. There will be gift baskets/cooler raffle. Any questions 
contact Sheila Brandon 570-855-8964 or sheilamalen@hotmail.com or the 
post at 570-542-4090
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Harveys Lake American Legion 
hosting Halloween dance
     An adult Halloween dance will be held at the Harveys Lake American 
Legion on Friday, November 4th.  8:00 pm - 12:00 Midnight. Music by the 
band Flatland Ruckus. Costumes are optional.
    Prizes will be awarded for several categories. No cover charge. All are 
welcome regardless if you are a member. The Legion is located on Rt 415 
before the Lake entrance. 

Toy Bingo announced
    The Franklin Township Volunteer Fire Department is holding it’s second 
annual Toy Bingo on Saturday, November 19, 2016.  Doors open at 12 PM 
and games begin at 1 PM.  Cost is $20.00 per ticket and includes a game 
packet of 20 games.
     We will be holding a special game where all proceeds go to Blue Chip 
Animal Farm Refuge and if you wish to participate please bring an item 
from their wish list found on their web site.  
    We will also have other special games, 50/50, instant bingo and food for 
sale.  Limited number of tickets being sold. Call Sue at 570-406-3167 for 
tickets and questions.  

News from the 
Dallas American 
Legion Post 672
       The annual Turkey Raffle will be 
held on November 20.  The monies 
raised will support the community 
Christmas Party for children.
   The Christmas Party for Children 
is scheduled for December 18 at 
1:00 PM.  Santa Claus will arrive 
by fire truck with a bag of presents 
for Back Mountain children.

Back Mountain Community 
News ... It’s All Good News. 
Available at over 90 locations 

free of charge every month 
and free online at: 

www.communitynewsonline.net!
To advertise call  (570) 674-7772 
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A “Thank You Reception” was recently held under the pavilion at the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, for Century Club members of 
the Meadows Annual Appeal. The Meadows Annual Appeal helps fund special equipment and large renovation projects that benefit the residents 
of Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and Meadows Manor. The two Dallas facilities are owned and operated by Ecumenical Enter-
prises, Inc., a non-profit organization that was formed in 1968 to assist the elderly with affordable housing and nursing care.
Century Club members, their guests, and EEI staff shown above, from left are: Camille Fioti, Director of Resident & Community Services; 
Gary Kirk, Chief Financial Officer, EEI; Kim Kirk; Tracy Keelan; Amy Belles, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator, Resident & Community Ser-
vices; Gary Uzelac; Beverly Price; Tom Cesarini; Linda Kanaar, Chief Executive Officer, EEI; Rev. Dr. Robert M. Zanicky, President & CEO 
of the Board of EEI; Jack Kanaar; Frank Sobeck; Msgr. Donald A. McAndrews, Co-Founder of EEI; Atty. David Schwager; Jean Meagher; 
Maurice Meagher; Jim Valentine; Bill Sheppard; Garfield Jones; Frank Fosko; Leonard Ganis; Antoinette Cisowski; Warren Peters; Roseanne 
O’Connor; Tom O’Connor; Claire Adams; Susan Cooper, Administrative Assistant to the CEO and Judy Ganis. 

Ecumenical Enterprises, Inc. Thanks Century Club Members

At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, a check for $500 was 
presented to Library Director Martha Butler to help the Back Moun-
tain Memorial Library maintain the resources necessary to provide 
vital services to our community.  
Shown in photo above, from left are:  Past Library Board Member Joe 
Stager, President of the Board Tamera McMahon, Library Director 
Martha Butler,  and Dallas Rotary Club President Jason Jolley.  

Dallas Rotary Club makes donation to 
the Back Mountain Memorial Library

Assistance for 
enrolling in 
Health Insurance
      The health care management pro-
gram and the Health Care Manage-
ment Association at Misericordia 
University are collaborating with 
The Advocacy Alliance of Scran-
ton on Saturday, Nov. 19 to provide 
information and help for people 
who need assistance navigating the 
Health Insurance Marketplace for 
the new year. The free community 
education event is from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in McAuley Hall on campus.
       Open enrollment in the Health 
Insurance Marketplace begins No-
vember 1 and runs through De-
cember 15 for anyone who needs 
to enroll, re-enroll or change their 
insurance plan through the Afford-
able Care Act. Medical coverage 
can begin as soon as Jan. 1, 2017 by 
signing up for insurance.
       “We want to help people in 
our local communities to navigate 
the insurance marketplace and 
also to understand the many op-
tions for coverage that are available 
to them,’’ said Ronald V. Petrilla, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of busi-
ness at Misericordia University. 
“Students in our Health Care Man-
agement Association are volunteer-
ing to share the lessons they learned 
in the classroom for the betterment 
of their local community.’’

Winter Parking 
Reminder for 
Residents of
Dallas Township 
        Residents of Dallas Town-
ship are reminded that, except 
in locations whereby Ordinance 
restrictions are more severe, the 
Township’s Winter Parking Ordi-
nance prohibits vehicles from park-
ing on Township roads and streets 
from November 1, 2016 through 
April 30, 2017, inclusive, between 
6:00PM and 6:00AM. 
      This allows the Dallas Township 
Road Department to effectively 
clear streets and roads of snow. The 
Winter Parking Ordinance is in ef-
fect regardless of whether or not it 
snows. Police will enforce the win-
ter parking ban as part of their night 
patrol duties.  
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Race for Education recently held at Lake-Lehman 
Ross Elementary School

Pictured at Ross Elementary are Deanna Lyons and 
her mother Andrea Lombardi. In front, from left, 
are Ariana Lyons, Ella and Gabby Paull, who all 
came to watch first grader Jake Paull at the event.

Jessica Brink brought her baby Evelyn to watch 
her second grader Addison participate in the Race 
for Education.

Friends Trista Vogan, left, and Briana West were all 
smiles during the fundraiser at Ross Elementary.

Photo left: Kindergarten student Lily Appel took a 
water break and a quick visit with her mom Melissa 
and her sister Eleanor.

Pictured at the race for Education from left are 
Ruth Moase, Emma Burke, Sarah Mokwa and 
Anna Mokwa.

Lake Lehman Girls Basketball team 
to sponsor Bingo
        The Lake-Lehman Girls Basketball team will be sponsoring BINGO at 
the Jackson Township Fire Hall at 1160 Chase Road on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2016. Doors open at noon, games start at 1PM. Purchase 15 games 
for $20 by emailing jenpurdy6@yahoo.com or from a player at the door.
      Special prizes include gift certificates, designer purses and cash. All you 
can eat lunch is available for $5. Hope to see you there. 
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On Thursday, October 6, the Rotary Club of Dallas hosted a visit from District Governor, Marcia Lough-
man.  Her heartfelt message and stated goals were well received by the large number of Rotarians in at-
tendance from numerous clubs in the area. Above in photo from left are:  Kingston President Dave Taran-
tini, Pittston Rotarian and Assistant Governor John John, District Governor Marcia Loughman, Pittston 
President Jackie Hoover-Darby, Plymouth President Dave Yefko, Dallas President Jason Jolley,  and Plains 
President Alan Bartoli.    

Dallas Rotary Club hosts District Governor’s visit

Pick-up a copy!
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Simply Country by Lori in Sweet Valley Recently Celebrated 1st Year Anniversary

Hundreds of wooden Amish-made items throughout the store, above 
a custom-made wine rack caught the attention of Romayne Montross.  
In photo above are: Romayne, Lori Novajosky, (owner of Simply 
Country by Lori) and Cheryl Cox (Lori’s Mom). 

Above in photo are family members helping out for the anniversary 
celebration: Frank Novajosky, Kris Coy and Paul Cox were on hand 
to help customers with their purchases throughout the day.  

Photo right: Kathy Moser spent time shopping with her mom Marga-
ret Wheatley at the anniversary celebration sale. 

Drive-through 
Nativity planned 
    Shavertown United Methodist 
Church will hold a drive-through 
Nativity at the Luzerne County Fair 
Grounds on December 2, 3, and 4.
      Each car will receive a CD to 
enjoy as they travel through the dis-
play. The public is invited to attend 
at no charge.

Hoagie Sale                    
    The Loyalville United Methodist 
Church, Loyalville Road, Box 602 
Harveys Lake,  is having a Hoagie 
Sale on Tuesday, November 8. The 
hoagies are  $5 each and are made 
with premium ham, salami, bo-
logna and  cheese.  Tomatoes, let-
tuce, onion, & dressing packaged                                                          
separately to maintain freshness.
    Call ahead & leave a message by 
Sunday, 11/6 with your name and 
phone no. / # of hoagies / with or 
without onion. Call the Church at 
570-477-3521. Pickup time at 6:30-
7:00 on 11/8/16. 

Craft & Gift Sale
         Join us on Saturday November 
5, 2016 at the Dallas Eastern Star 
Building Association, 15 Foster 
Street,  (behind CVS Drugstore) 
from  9:00 to 3:00. Eastern Star 
members will be serving lunch and  
“Our Famous Welsh Cookies” .
     A Varity of Items will be avail-
able along with lunch, Featuring 
Haluski and Homemade soup. 
Come out & enjoy doing some 
Holiday Shopping & enjoy lunch 
with a friend.
      For vendor information call: Di-
anne Corby (570) 675-4893.
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The Dallas Lions Club Fourth Annual Golf Tournament was held on 
Sunday, September 25th at the Newberry Estate Country Club in Dal-
las.  A record number of 68 golfers hit the links, enabling the club to 
raise $1,165 for the Back Mountain Library.  A luncheon was held and 
prizes were awarded to all participants.  An appearance was made by 
golfing legend, Tom Morris, who entertained the guests with golfing 
trivia. Shown above, from the left, are committee chairman, Lion Joe 
Czarnecki presenting the club’s check to Martha Butler, Library Direc-
tor, Lion Robert Shaffer, Tammy McMahon, President of the library 
board, “Old Tom Morris” aka Don Berlew and Mike Messersmith, 
Treasurer of the library board.  Not pictured was Lion Paul McCue, 
committee member. 
The Dallas Lions Club is presently conducting a membership cam-
paign.  Any man or woman in the Back Mountain area who would 
like to serve their community as a Lion is invited to join by contacting 
membership chairman, Larry Spaciano  at 570-760- 9540 or any mem-
ber of the club.  The club meets on the second and fourth Wednesday 
each month at the Checkerboard Inn.

Dallas Lions Club recently held golf 
tournament to help benefit the Library

Leaf Pick-up in 
Dallas Township
     This year, the Dallas Township 
Road Department will collect Town-
ship Residents’ bagged leaves from 
Monday, November 14, through 
Wednesday, November 23, 2016, 
weather permitting. 
    Residents must bag their leaves 
in bio-degradable composting bags 
and place them curbside. Plastic 
garbage bags will not be accepted. 
No bags or leaves are to be placed 
in thr roads or in the gutters. If you 
do not comply with Township re-
quirements, your leaves will not be 
picked up.
     There are no set dates or times for 
individual Township street pickup. 
The Township Leaf Machine will 
focus on storm water channel clear-
ance before beginning residential 
areas.  

Benefit for the 
Family of David 
Sinoracki
         Join us for a special benefit 
for the family of David Sinoracki 
at the River Grille at 670 N. River 
Street Wilkes-Barre on Thursday, 
November 3 at 5:00 pm.
      Raffles, prizes and give-a-ways 
as well as entertainment by Rick 
Gillette of Nowhere Slow, Rob 
Brown, DJ Hersh and featuring 
Lissa of 98.5KRZ. Donations for 
the family will be accepted and a 
portion of the proceeds will be do-
nated by the River Grille.

Spaghetti Dinner 
planned for Wright 
Family
  A spaghetti is planned with pro-
ceeds benefitting Joann and Don 
Wright, on Sunday, November 13 
at the Jackson Township Firehall, 
1160 Chase Road, Shavertown. The 
dinner will be held from 3-6pm., 
eat-in or take-out. The cost is $6 per 
dinner.
     Join us and help raise money for 
Joann and the Wright family - long 
time residents and have given back 
to the community for many years.
Don has been a local Police Of-
fier for many years and Joann has 
worked in the township for many 
years. Donations accepted and 
greatly appreciated.



Friends of the Library Fundraiser - November Harvest Paintings
 Several members of the 
staff and “Friends” of the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library” re-
cently enhanced their “artistic 
talent” by attending a “Paint and 
Sip” fundraising event at Bounti-
ful Gifts, LLC in Dallas.  Their 
paintings will be showcased on the 
library’s Art Wall during the month 
of November.
       This fun evening included all 
painting supplies and instructions 
provided by art instructor and own-
er, Rita Busch.  Participants were 
invited to bring their own snacks 
and beverages to enjoy during their 
art lesson.  Although the artwork is 
of the same scene, it’s interesting 
to note the subtle differences that 
make each painting unique.  
   The artists that participated and their colorful Harvest paintings are shown in the photo above: From left, front 
row are: Lynn Ahmad, Beth Rosenthal and Tish Crahall. Standing behind are: Debby Kirkwood, Cindy Katyl and 
Vivian Bednarz. Absent from photo is Kathy Simpson. 
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

     The Irem Ladies’ Group held 
an Arts, Crafts and Collectibles 
show and sale in the Irem Pavillion 
on Sunday, October 2. Many local 
crafters and vendors took part in the 
event. Proceeds from the show help 
to fund special projects and philan-
thropy for the Dallas Shriners.

The Irem Ladies’ Group recently held an Arts, Crafts and Collectibles Show

Photo right: selling raffle tickets 
at the Arts, Crafts and Collect-
ibles event at Irem Pavilion were 
Mary Patton, left, and Vickie 
Kolesar.

April Freeman, center, visited the craft 
fair with Ashlynn and Mason Harris.

Irem Shrine officials on hand for the event included, from left, Chief 
Rabban Ray Toney, Director of Transportation Matthew Lamoreaux, 
and Recorder Rick Polish.

Carolee Aycock checked out some of the all-natural make-up from 
Younique that Michele Sebastianelli was selling at the Irem Pavillion.

Above: working in the kitchen for the event at Irem Pavilion, 
from left, were Harry Mears, Noel Kline, Cliff Troup and Dave 
Rider.
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Bridal Buzz

Blasting Notice
Pikes Creek Dam Rehab Project

Please be advised that blasting operations for the Pikes Creek Dam 
Rehab Project located between Atherton Rd, Fedor Rd. and State Rte 
29 in Hunlock Creek, Jackson Township, PA will begin on or about 
October 17th, 2016. Blasting operations will continue Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 9:00AM & 4:00 PM, except on days of ex-
treme inclement weather and/or unsafe conditions, until approximately 
January 31st, 2017.
Ed Wean Drilling and Blasting is the Blasting Contractor. The blasting 
operations are extremely safe and controlled, so no damage is expect-
ed.  Ed Wean Drilling and Blasting can be reached at 908-454-1656 
with any questions or concerns in regards to suspected damage.
Ed Wean Drilling and Blasting has the proper experienced personnel 
and equipment. Measures have been taken to ensure there is no impact 
on the neighborhood. 
There will be no impact on utilities, such as electricity, water or gas 
services.
There will be no impact on schools or any other facilities.
PEACE will be setting up Nomis 5400 Seismographs to record ground 
movement, noise levels and hertz. It only takes approximately 10 min-
utes to set these machines up and an additional 10 minutes to remove 
them after the blast. The seismographs are put into place to ensure the 
blasts are within the state regulated safe and legal limits to ensure no 
damage occurs to surrounding structures.
Prior to any blast, an audible warning with an air horn will be sounded, 
3 long air horn signals 5 min. prior, 2 long air horn signal 1 min. prior, 
and 1 long air horn signals for “all clear.” The “all clear signals will 
not be given until the Blaster in Charge has determined the blast area 
is safe.
Your patience is appreciated.

Mercy Hospital School of Nursing Class of 1966

Twenty members of the Mercy Hospital School of Nursing Class of 1966 recently gathered to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of their graduation. Following a tour of the Geisinger South, Wilkes-Barre, the former 
Wilkes-Barre Mercy Hospital, hosted by Dan Landesberg, Administrative Director, the group met for a 
dinner reception at the Cafe at 315. Shown in photo above, seated from left: Gloria Holko Chimielowski, 
Margaret Mond Ridall, Nancy Endler, Patricia McHugh Crahall, Marie Komski Cigarski, and Patricia 
Grublesky. Second row: Kathleen Lavery, Mary Ozoga Padbury,  Rosemary Kush Welsh, Kathleen Mc-
Nelis Bartosevich, Sharron Farver Davis,  Rosemary Krzywicki Jablonski, Catherine Schnitzer Beatty, and 
Ann Marie McGovern Bowman. Third row: Marilyn Macey Mason, Lois McHugh Ganci, Jane Oakley 
Pluta, Geraldine Crop George, Nancy Hughs Ostrosky,  and Therese  Yudin Hasaka.

Leggio’s hosts fund 
raiser for  Library
      On Tuesday evening, Novem-
ber 8 from 5pm to 8pm, the Friends 
of the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library and Leggio’s Italian Res-
taurante, 64 E. Center Hill Road, 
Dallas will join together to host a 
fundraising event at the restaurant 
to support the Back Mountain Me-
morial Library.
      A percentage of the total sales 
(bar not included) taken in during 
that time, including eat-in, take out 
and gift certificates purchased, will 
be donated to the library. Look for 
the library display at the front of 
the restaurant and register to win 
a Leggio’s Gift Card as our thanks 
for your attendance and support.

Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets monthly 
at the Meadows 
      The Meadows Nursing & 
Rehab. Center hosts an Alzheimer’s 
Support Group on the first Thursday 
of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Meadows board room. This 
support group benefits caregivers 
by providing the opportunity to 
address their concerns and learn 
about the newest developments in 
the treatment of this disease.  For 
information, call (570) 675-8600, 
extension 115 or 195.

      Isn’t it hard 
to believe how 
quickly time 
passes?  It seems 
like last week 
that we were in 
summer clothes 
enjoying being 
outside.  
     I have been 
in the bridal business for 28 years, 
and this year has been another great 
year. I want to thank my amazing 
brides.  This is the time of year that 
sales decrease, which is expected.  
We still get brides in the store, but 
most of them place orders for next 
year.  I truly love working with 
brides!!  This year I have met brides 
who are definite planners, and the 
brides that “wing it.”  That means 
they purchase all of their jewelry 
and gifts within 2 weeks of their 
wedding.  That is not a problem for 
me, as I have two engraving ma-
chines that can easily handle any 
last minute order.  
             I started the year with renova-
tions to Bridal Trinkets, which was 
located upstairs. All of the bridal 
merchandise is now downstairs.  I 
have finally completed renovations 
upstairs.  I have been thinking about 
what to put upstairs.  I have had sug-
gestions, such as:  a yoga studio, es-
sential oil classes, beading classes, 
holistic and massage therapies ... I 
love all of these ideas. I have de-
cided that until the end of the year 
I am going to utilize that space for 
holiday gifts and closeouts.  I have 
some very unique consigned antique 
pieces that would make great gifts.  
The prices are rock bottom.  Stop in 
and see for yourself.  I am referring 
to it as my “This And That” room, 
as you never know what you will 
find.  Right now there are 2 black 
cowboy hats, a vintage magazine 
rack, antique upholstered chairs, 
unique ram horn letter opener, small 
vintage 5 drawer box, 3 shelf book-
case, cast iron cookware, assorted 
vintage glassware and pottery, 3 
animal mounts, new air rifle scope, 
lots of 78 vintage records, closeout 
bridal jewelry, pearls galore and ac-
cessories.. and so much more.  Call 
or stop in  570-675-3105.
    Until next month, keep spreading 
smiles and happiness ....
                                        Ciao, Mary



Community News • November 2016 • Page 21

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      The Men’s Group from Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Dallas held 
their annual Chicken Dinner on 
Saturday, October 1. 
       Tom Pickett, former owner of 
Pickett’s Charge Restaurant, helped 
out with the recipe for the delicious 
dinner that consisted of pieces of 
roasted chicken and vegetables 
floating in gravy with biscuits. Var-
ious types of freshly baked cakes 
were provided for dessert.

The Men’s Group from Trinity Presbyterian Church held their annual Chicken Dinner

Neil and Mary Morrison attended the din-
ner at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dal-
las.

Alice Kocher, left, and Carol Hobbs, manned 
the ticket table for the dinner at Trinity Pres-
byterian Church in Dallas.

Some of the volunteers serving desserts at the 
dinner included, from left, Mary Chappell, 
Hank Williams, and Thelma Smith.

Members of the Men’s Group helping with the 
dinner at Trinity Presbyterian Church, from 
left, are Jim Snyder and Mark Chappell.

Volunteers in photo  worked in the kitchen preparing the chicken dinner for the annual 
event. From left are Tom Pickett, Rich Burkhardt, Ken Jones, Ed Marchakitus, Doug Ste-
vens, John Baer, Carol Lee, Christine Lee, Al Hobes, and Jack Wolfkeil.

Enjoying a visit at the Chicken Dinner are 
Ingrid Prater, left, and Barbara Lodwick.

Rep. Boback 
Veterans Event
       Attention, all Veterans in the 
117th Legislative District! Save 
the date for Representative Karen 
Boback’s 10th Annual Veterans rec-
ognition and Expo Event, slated for 
Saturday, November 5, from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at Insalaco Hall on the 
campus of Misericordia University. 
This event is being held in conjunc-
tion with Misericordia University.
      “For this special 10th Anniver-
sary, I am asking you to share your 
pictures from  the military. These 
will be compiled in a special com-
memorative booklet,” said Boback. 
“Please bring these to my Dallas or 
Tunkhannock District Office to be 
scanned or copied. It is my honor to 
pay recognition to those who served 
and continue to serve our great na-
tion.”  For more information, please 
call 570-675-6000.



THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Pension Options: What You Need To Know
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., 
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc.
      If you are retiring or leaving your current 
employer for whatever reason (laid off, quit, 
etc.) and you have a pension, you may have the 
option of either taking a lump sum payout or tak-
ing a monthly benefit (but not always – check if 
your pension allows for rollovers of lump sum 
amounts).  Depending on your specific financial 
situation, it may make sense to go with either 
option.  Let’s look at the important considerations re: rolling over a pen-
sion lump sum to determine what would be best for your situation.
     Where would I have more control over the money/investments?  For 
those who wouldn’t know the answer to this question, rolling a pension 
lump sum over to your own traditional IRA would typically give you more 
investment choices/flexibility (especially if you don’t just roll it over to 
a bank IRA certificate of deposit or a money market IRA).  Plus, many 
pensions have been underfunded for years (not all, mind you) and would 
rather pay you out the lump sum then pay you out monthly benefits over 
time (i.e., annuity).  If the pension can’t meet the payments for its plan 
members down the road (for whatever reason – poor investment deci-
sions, too many people to pay out, etc.), you have no choice but to accept 
the decreased monthly benefit (if any payments are made at all).  I have 
seen clients suffer in the past due to not having the option of rolling over a 
lump sum amount.  Why would you want to roll the dice in that scenario?  
With the decline of pension benefits in recent years, it would typically be 
wiser to take the lump sum amount over the monthly benefit.
     Which option would give me a better chance to deal with inflation, 
rising health care costs, and other increasing expenses in retirement?  Ide-
ally, a monthly pension payout would give you an option to increase your 
benefit over time to deal with increasing costs during retirement.  How-
ever, most pensions only give you the fixed payout option.  That can be 
a difficult pill to swallow, especially if you live 20+ years in retirement 
(purchasing power will be trimmed significantly).  When you roll over 
your lump sum amount to a traditional IRA, you can formulate an invest-
ment planning strategy that will allow for you to give yourself a raise 
over time (with the appropriate combination of investments that makes 
the most sense for your specific financial situation).  Obviously, if you’re 
not skilled enough in this area, please seek professional counsel with a 
financial advisor who works for a RIA firm and frequently helps craft 
retirement plans for clients.
       Do you want to leave this money to someone special (spouse, children, 
relatives, institutions, etc.)?  If you want to leave the money to someone or 
an institution, you can accomplish this better in most cases by rolling over 
the lump sum.  Pensions will often allow the spouse the option of continu-
ing the full (or half of the benefit) after the spouse with the pension passes 
away, but this is not always the case.  With a pension, you select the option 
BEFORE you start taking your monthly benefit so take the time to make 
the right decision.  When you roll the pension lump sum to your own IRA, 
you can specify your beneficiaries and the exact amounts they would re-
ceive (and not worrying whether the pension will have enough funds over 
time to continue paying that monthly benefit to your beneficiaries).  Plus, 
you can change your beneficiaries and/or percentages for your own IRA 
at any time.  Speaking with an experienced financial advisor (not a sales-
man) re: your options in this scenario would be wise.  
      Now that you’ve got an understanding of what you should do if/when 
presented with an annuity payout option, you can feel better-prepared to 
make that decision if/when it comes time to consider it – you’re wel-
come!
       For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email 
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
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Members of Shawnee Fort Chapter gathered at Misericordia 
University for the Ide Family presentation recently hosted by 
the Back Mountain Historical Association 
        Attendees not only learned about 
the Ide family, but also the history of 
the area and how the family served 
our country and the community in 
numerous capacities.
       Historic preservation is one of 
the DAR objectives and it was won-
derful to see the family history, arti-
facts and photos that were able to be 
viewed.
        Shawnee Fort Chapter has nu-
merous Ide family members, in the 
chapter, some of whom serve as 
chapter chairman and officers.   The 
chapter is based in Plymouth but 
welcomes women ages 18 and older 
from the Back Mountain and sur-
rounding areas. For more information about the Chapter or our activities, please contact Regent Kathleen Smith at 
smithkdar2001@hotmail.com or 570-704-9809. Pictured above are: Betsy King Phillips, Ellen King Maccarone, 
Kathleen Smith, Susan King Lazur and Carol Wall. 
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Pizza Bella Restaurants recently made 
donation to Blue Chip Farm Animal Refuge

Pizza Bella Restaurants recently made a donation to Blue Chip Farm 
Animal Refuge to help with the cost of taking care of animals at the 
shelter. Shown in photo above, from left are: Patrick Cunningham, 
Pizza Bella;  Marge Bart, Blue Chip and Danny Claherty, Pizza Bella.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Meadows Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center in Dallas held 
their Fall Craft Fair on October 19. 
Autumn and holiday items were 
available for purchase. Many vol-
unteers were on hand to help and all 
proceeds benefit the residents of the 
Meadows.

Fall Craft Fair recently held at Meadows Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Dallas

Photo right: pictured at the Mead-
ows Fall Craft Fair, from left, are: 
Shirley Duffy and Ginny Major.

Meadows volunteer Joan Doran, left, purchased some 
items from Louise Montigney, another volunteer help-
ing to raise money for activities for the residents of the 
Meadows. Audrea Bernard shopped at the Old Country Jew-

elry table staffed by Joseph Shaffern. 

Linda Kanarr, left, CEO of Ecumenical Enterprises, 
Inc., and Megan Nemshick, sold Essential Oils as part 
of the Craft Fair.

Nikki Nardell, of 3 Snowflakes Baking, is pictured 
with Lucy and Jacob Olmstead.

              From Our Family to Yours ...
           Happy Thanksgiving
          Back Mountain Community News
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