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Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

Thanks Student Volunteers for Service

Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center wishes to thank its teen volunteers for donating over
400 hours of service during the summer months . Not only did they bring smiles and companionship
to the residents as the participated in a variety of activities with them, but they also were a tremendous help to the staff. A pizza party was held in the Meadows pavilion in honor of their service.
Shown in photo above, kneeling in front is Kaitlyn Strumski. Standing behind from left are: Joseph
Fioti, Connor Beyer, Matt Roncevich, Nick James and Camille Fioti.

Lake-Lehman
Students Announce
October Theater
Performance
Inside Page 3

Grand Opening October 11
Details on page 13 and 21
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Meet and Greet
Laura Dickson,
Democratic
Candidate for
District 117

Telephone: 570-674-7772

Deadline: Wednesday, October 29, 2014
Next Publication Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2014

Meet and Greet Laura
Dickson, Democratic candidate
for District 117, State Representative, at the Old Beaumont
School, Plattsburg Road, Monroe Township. Friday, October
10, 6-9 p.m. Light refreshments
served.
The new 117th district is now
comprised of Benton Twp., Dalton Boro, LaPlume Twp., West
Abington Twp. in Lackawanna
County; Dallas Boro., Dallas
Twp., Fairmount Twp., Franklin
Twp., Harveys Lake Boro., Hunlock Twp., Lake Twp., Lehman
Twp., Ross Twp. in Luzerne
County; and all of Wyoming
County.
Join us to share your views and
learn the candidate’s view on the
issues that will be shaping the future of Pennsylvania.
For directions or other information call 570-639-5785.

Trinity Men’s
Club plans
chicken, biscuit
dinner
On Saturday, October 18, the
Men’s Club of Trinity Presbyterian Church, 105 Irem Road,
Dallas will sponsor a chicken and
biscuit dinner including homemade desserts and beverages.
Dinner will be served from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall at the rear of the
church. Takeouts will be available at 4:00 p.m. The cost will
be $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for
children. Children three years
old and younger eat for free.
The church is located across
the highway from the Country
Club Shopping Center on Route
309 in Dallas. All proceeds
will benefit the programs of the
church.
Tickets may be purchased in
advance by calling the church
office at 570-675-3131 or at the
door.
Special Notice: The pages of
the Back Mountain Community
News can not be used for any reason without prior written approval from the owner / publisher.

Chicken BBQ planned
Join us at Trucksville United Methodist Church for a Back Mountain Tradition, our Annual Fall BBQ on Friday, October 3 & Saturday,
October 4, 2014! Eat in or Take Out at our Educational Facility on
40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA (GPS users enter Shavetown for
directions).
Enjoy half a chicken, baked potato, all the fixings, homemade desserts and beverages. Same low price: Adults - $8.00, Children - $4.00
- eat in 5 PM to 7 PM or take out starting at 4:30 PM. Reservations
required; please call to reserve your tickets today: (570) 696-3897.
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Beef Dinner
Family Style
Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire
Company, Sweet Valley, will
serve a Beef dinner on Saturday,
October 25. Dinner served 4:30
to 6:30. Take-outs begin at 4:00.
Adults $10.00, children under 12
are $5.00 and children under 6
eat free. Call 477-5121 for more
information.

Men’s Breakfast
Group meets at
Irem
The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at
the Irem Country Club for their
weekly breakfast meetings at
8:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. All men
are welcome to join the group as
they share fun, fellowship and
faith.

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church
announces
rummage sale

LAKE-LEHMAN STUDENTS ANNOUNCE
OCTOBER PERFORMANCE TO BENEFIT
LAKE-LEHMAN THEATER

The Dorcas Society of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, 474
Yalick Rd. (Rt. 118), Dallas, has
scheduled their fall rummage
sale for Friday and Saturday October 3rd and 4th.
Shopping hours on Friday the
3rd will be from 8 am till 2 pm
and then on Saturday the 4th
from 5 pm till 7 pm.
Shopping hours for Bag Day
on Saturday the 4th will be 8 am
till Noon. Items available for sale
include clothes, shoes, jewelry,
household goods, holiday decor, games, toys, books and lots
more. Homemade baked goods
will be available both days.

Jasmine Moku, Jenna Mortenson, and Ronald Ziomek, collectively known as Ziomortku Productions, and seniors at Lake-Lehman High School. These students wrote, directed, and produced their
own original murder mystery musical, entitled Catherdale Manor, for their senior project. All proceeds will support Lake-Lehman Theater.
By pursuing their passion for the arts and producing this original musical, these seniors are providing
for their community and by giving students an opportunity to participate in an original production
with little to no cost. Every show Lake-Lehman produces is paid for solely by student fundraising.
Come support local theater on the first and only show date set for Friday, October 17 at 7:00pm in
the Lake-Lehman High School Auditorium. Admission: $10.00 adults and $8.00 students/seniors.
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“Treasure the Memories” at the Luzerne County Fair
By: MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
The annual Luzerne County
Fair attracted thousands of happy visitors to the Fairgrounds
located on Route 118. There was
plenty of delicious food, amusements, entertainment, farm displays, and area vendors on hand
for the event.
Photo right: Little Sister Katie
Lopez made a visit to the Luzerne County Fair with Big Sister Sarah Mulligan.

Kelly St Clair, of Dallas, is pictured with her daughter Eva,
left, and friend Julia Zochowski at this year’s fair.

For many years, members of the Dallas High
School field hockey team have helped out with
the ticket booth. Team members, from left, are:
Zoe Stepanski, Alysha Becker and Samantha
Rinehimer.

Photo right:
Congressman
Lou Barletta, Judy Kmetz,
Senator Lisa Baker, Representative Karen Boback and
Buz Boback get ready for the
Luzerne County Fair’s annual
opening ceremonies.

Serving the community
for over 9 years.
Read the Back Mountain
Community News free online at
www.communitynewsonline.net
Email your community
news information and
photographs to:
communitynews123@comcast.net
To advertise call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772
It’s All Good News
Where Community Matters.
From our family to yours ...
Have a Safe & Happy Halloween

•

Reflexology, Shiatsu
Deep Tissue Massage
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“Treasure the Memories” at the Luzerne County Fair

Chairmen for the Arts and Crafts at the Luzerne County Fair,
David Schweizer and Cathy Martin, are pictured during a break
from their duties.

Dallas students enjoying their day at the fair, in front, from left,
are Karli Gavek, Kaylee Albrecht, and Kaitlyn Brown. Hannah
Shultz is standing in background.

Members of Lake Lehman High School Marching Band served
up burgers and hot dogs at the Luzerne County Fair. From left,
are: Sierra Titus, Brittney Mahoney, Zachary Zaleskas, Dakota
Williams, and Sierra Snyder.

Social Justice
Committee
Presents
Programs on
Domestic
Violence, Human
Trafficking

One in four women will experience domestic violence in
her lifetime. In 2010 intimate
partner violence accounted for
10% of all homicide in the U.S.
There were 21 domestic violence
fatalities in Luzerne County from
2011-13. Human trafficking or
modern day slavery is a regional,
national, and international issue
with many components. As part
of their Coffee & Conversation
series, the Social Justice Committee of St. Therese’s Church,
Shavertown is conducting a twopart program to help educate the
general public on these violence
issues, which are mainly but not
always, against women.
The first program, “Domestic Violence: A Family Issue, A
Community Concern,” will be
held on Wednesday, October 8
starting at 7:00 p.m. Luzerne
County District Attorney Stefanie Salavantis and Danielle
Dominick, Medical Advocate
from the Wilkes-Barre Domestic
Violence Services Center will be
the guest speakers.
The second program, “Human
Trafficking: Modern Day Slavery,” will be held on Wednesday,
November 5 at 7:00 p.m. The
guest speakers will be Stefanie
Salavantis, Luzerne County
District Attorney and Margaret
Kowalsky from Catholic Relief
Services.
Both programs will be held
in Fr. Sammons Hall, located in
the church basement, and are
free and open to the public. It is
requested that donations of new
blankets; towels and wash cloths;
women’s pajamas, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, underwear and socks
(all sizes); feminine products
(shampoo, soap, razors, etc.); diapers (sizes 4 & 5); pull ups; crib
sheets; twin fitted and flat sheets;
pillows; alarm clocks; umbrellas; silverware; plastic cups; or
basic first aid items (band-aids,
medical tape, wipes) be brought
to the October program for the
local Domestic Violence Service
Center.
For more information, please
contact the rectory at 570-6961144.
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Lehman Jackson Elementary Students spent their last days of
Summer painting the playground
Past, present and future students of Lehman Jackson Elementary spent their last days
of summer vacation painting the
playgrounds at Lehman Jackson
Elementary School with members of the Lehman Jackson Elementary PTA Playground Committee.
The LJE-PTA Playground
Committee is raising money to
purchase new playground equipment for the school but with help
from Lowe’s in Edwardsville and
W. D. Jenkins Financial in Wilkes-Barre they purchased paint to brighten up the current playgrounds.
The committee is currently holding fundraisers to meet their goals. The committee has opened up the
concession stand at the Back Mountain Recreation Fields on Outlet Road during soccer fields. The committee will also be selling discount coupon cards. More information is available on the lje-pta.com website.
In photo above, from left are: Hunter Kline, Dallas (8th Grade), Emily Burgit, Shavertown (8th Grade),
Cierra Snyder, Shavertown (8th Grade), Hailey Kline, Dallas (4th Grade), Bryce Burgit, Shavertown (6th
Grade), Cheyanna Snyder, Shavertown (3rd Grade), Molly Jenkins, Dallas (3rd Grade), Reese Jenkins, Dallas (3 years old), and Will Jenkins, Dallas (1st Grade).

SHAWNEE FORT CHAPTER
DAUGHTERS ORGANIZATION
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Shawnee Fort Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) is pleased to welcome Maryjane Henry and her daughter,
Jane Henry into the chapter. Jane’s sister, Brigitte, joined DAR
in 2007 and joined Shawnee Fort several months ago. Maryjane
Henry’s patriot is Benjamin Depew who served with the Ulster
County militia in NY. Jane and Brigitte Henry joined DAR through
their ancestor Jacob Bittenbender, who served in the Northampton County, PA Militia. Shawnee Fort Chapter has 52 members
and is active in community events and historic preservation. The
next event will be October 18th where Revolutionary War soldiers
will be honored with a graveside ceremony at Hollenback Cemetery. Two men included in the ceremony are Benjamin and Elisha
Harvey. Benjamin is credited with discovering Harvey’s Lake.
The ceremony starts at 1pm and is open to the public. For more
information on chapter membership or activities, please visit our
Facebook page or contact Chapter Regent, Kathleen Smith at:
smithkdar2001@hotmail.com or 570-704-9809. In photo above
are: Brigitte, Maryjane and Jane Henry.

To advertise in the
Back Mountain Community News
call Lisa at (570) 674-7772
or email:
communitynews123@comcast.net

Alzheimer’s
Support Group
meets monthly
The Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center hosts an Alzheimer’s Support Group on the
first Thursday of each month at
10:00 a.m. in the Meadows board
room. This support group benefits caregivers by providing the
opportunity to address their concerns and learn about the newest
developments in the treatment of
this disease.
For more information, call (570)
675-8600, extension 115 or 195.
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DALLAS OCTOBERFEST
Saturday, October 11 and
Sunday, October 12 from 10am-3pm.

DALLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1969
RECENTLY HELD REUNION

No early birds please.
Get started on your
Christmas and Holiday Shopping ...
at Affordable Prices Including
Jewelry, Scarves, Crochet and
Handmade Items,
Tie-Dye Shirts, Lighted Jars,
Baked Goods & More.
Free Warm Apple Cidar

Rain Date:
Saturday
October 18

900 Huntsville Road
across from Huntsville Dam.
Dallas Senior High School Class of 1969 held a reunion at Appletree Terrace, Newberry Country
Club on August 29th. Sixty four attendees, including 34 classmates, celebrated 45 years since graduation. Special guests were former faculty members: Arno Miller, Don and Mary Ann Hopkins, Dorothy Withey Carroll, and Catherine Wega.
At the dinner from left, first row, are: Judy Krogulski Nieman, Sue Jozwiak Stearn, Patty Huey
Kern, Joan Parker Strong, Diane Chisarick Brennan, C J Casner, Gladys Frantz Habeeb, Jan Carey
Whitaker, Sharyn Schutz Williams, Wayne Williams. Second row, John Szela, Arno Miller, Jennifer
Torr Davenport, Debra Tanner Bayer, Linda Whalen Casey, Sue Moen Gusher, Kristie Bedford
Lindbuchler, Jo Ann Thomas Pall, Gary Mc Dade, Rick Martin, Ray Yagloski. Third row, Anna
Marie Arcuri Proctor, Carl Goeringer, Jim Tupper, Ed Rutkins, Ken Marquis, Dave Merrithew,
Jim Roth, John Welker, Robert Samanus, Fourth row, Ken Morris, Louis Ruckno, Tom Wisnieski,
Sheldon Hoover, and Dave Jenkins.
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Read the Community News Free online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net.
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A Few Fine Things Boutique, recently opened in Shavertown
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
A Few Fine Things Boutique,
which recently opened on the
Memorial Highway in Shavertown, is not your typical gift
store. Oh, like all such stores, it
is filled with beautiful items like
glassware, wreaths and art work,
but the difference is that most of
these items were hand-crafted
by the owner Helen Macareo of
Wyoming.
“I painted all of these paintings and I made the decoupage vases,” said Helen of some
lovely items including oils and
acrylics in both modern and abstract styles. “I also made a lot of
the floral arrangements and the
wreaths.”
A Few Fine Things Boutique is located in the lower level
of the house directly across the
highway from Ranch Wagon.
You can enter the parking lot at
Sushi Go Go.
“I saw an ad that caught my
attention back in February,” said
Helen who is a per diem registered nurse by profession and
an avid crafter by desire. “It just
had so much character that I just
loved it. I wasn’t ready back then
but it was still available this summer so I decided to do it.”
Helen has been making craft
items for years with her sister.
The pair would host a craft show
once a year to sell the beautiful
items they’d made so Helen is
well acquainted with the business. Her sister also provides
some of the hand-crafted items
and gift baskets available for
purchase.
“The store is a mixture, a little
bit of everything,” said Helen,

At a recently ribbon cutting for the grand opening of A Few Fine Things Boutique, above standing
from left are: Susan Slocum, representing Senator Lisa Baker; Irene Caprari, Helen, Macareo, Antoinette Luce, and Mary Jo Burke.
who also travels to New York
City to buy additional items to
sell at A Few Fine Things Boutique. “I have some of the more
popular perfumes which are discounted here. I also have beautiful tops from names like Christopher & Banks, Divided, INC and
Ann Taylor.”
A Few Fine Things Boutique
also has many designer-name
purses available like Nine West,
Guess, BOC, Franco Sarto and
Stony Mountain. In addition to
some beautiful jewelry that Helen makes herself, there are also
plenty of other pieces available.
Scarves of all colors and patterns
are
cleverly
placed
toaccessorize the lovely blouses on
display.
“I really believe you should
spend money to put yourself together so when you walk out you
look really good,” said Helen
who expressed an early interest
in design.
“You don’t have to
buy a lot of different outfits, just
a couple of really good pieces

that you can mix and match.”
Seasonal items and holiday
decorative pieces will also be
available at A Few Fine Things
Boutique.
The store is open from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays through
Sundays and from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. on Thursdays.
For more information, call
Helen at 570-706-5799.

Clothes Closet at
River of Life
Fellowship
Ministries
The Clothes Closet at River
of Life Fellowship Ministries, located at 22 Outlet Road, Lehman,
will be closed on Saturday, October 4th.
The Clothes Closet will be
open to the public all other Saturdays from 12 noon to 2 P.M. A
large assortment of free clothing
for all ages and sizes is available.
Monetary donations for items
taken will be accepted, but are
not required.
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Cedar Crest
Cemetery
Association
annual meeting
date announced

STATE REPRESENTATIVE KAREN BOBACK ANNOUNCES
ANNUAL VETERANS RECOGNITION EVENT, EXPO

The annual meeting of the
Cedar Crest Cemetery Association will be held on Saturday,
November 1 at 10:30 a.m. in the
conference room at the Dickson
Educational Facility, Trucksville
United Methodist Church, 40
Knob Hill Road, Trucksville.
The agenda will include plans
for the future and election of officers. Plot owners, descendants
of plot owners and friends of the
cemetery association are encouraged to attend.
Anyone with questions or requests to add items to the agenda
for consideration should call
570-696-1332.
Back Mountain
Community News
Read free of charge
online all the time at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
Independently owned & operated.
Owner / Publisher: Lisa Pretko

State Representative Karen Boback has announced her annual Veterans Recognition Event & Expo will be held on Saturday, November 1st, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 at Insalaco Hall on the campus of Misericordia University in Dallas. For more information or to register
for the breakfast, please contact Rep. Bobacks District Office at 570-836-4777 or 570-675-6000. This year’s Veterans Breakfast is in
honor of John & Mary Metz’s fathers, John Metz, Sr. & Paul Lauck, who were both Veterans.
Above in photo from left are: Charles Fleming, Dallas American Legion; John Emil, Dallas American Legion; Jane Dessoye, Misericordia University; Joe Kelley, Dallas American Legion; Representative Karen Boback; John Metz, Mary Metz; Darlene Headley, Sandra
Peoples, Sam Greenberg, Jewish War Veterans; Art Peoples, John Headley, and Attorney Ron Santora.
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News from the
Back Mountain
Memorial
Library
As the leaves begin to change
colors, autumn evening temperatures drop and you begin looking
for indoor activities...keep in mind
that the Back Mountain Memorial
Library has several upcoming programs and classes to ease the transition to October’s cooler days!
The library is offering the following events that are all free, but
do require advance pre-registration.
You may call the library at 570675-1182 for more information.
Wednesday, October 15 - Poetry writing class “ A Conversation
with Nature” at 6 pm. Instructor
Dawn Leas will explore the ways
in which nature and poetry communicate. How do poets use nature in their work? The workshop
will start with several readings and
discussions of poems centered on
nature. It will then proceed with a
discussion of the natural aspects of
southern Florida. This class open
to ages 18 and up.
Thursday, October 16 will be
the next meeting of the monthly
“Thursday Morning Book Discussion Club at 10:00 a.m. They will
meet to discuss the book, Assault
in Norway by Thomas Gallagher.
The group is open to the public and
anyone can join at any time!
Tuesday, October 21 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. - “I-Pad Instruction
Class” Participants should bring
their I-Pad to this informative session to enhance this hands-on experience.
Thursdays, October 23, 30 and
Nov. 13 at 1:30 p.m. The library
will feature a three week film series
on Quilting and its history, culture
and politics of quilting. Attendees
may bring a quilt to show.
Reminder to Parents: Registrations for the Fall Story Hours will
begin on Tuesday, October 7 at
9:30 a.m. Story times will begin
the week of October 19 and end the
week of December 1. Parents may
call (570)675-1182 to register their
toddlers or pre-schoolers for the
following sessions: TODDLERS:
(12 months to 2 years of age),
Tuesdays - 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
TODDLERS: (2 years of age)
*Tuesdays - 11:00 a.m. to11:45
a.m. (“Mother Goose on the
Loose”).
PRE-SCHOOLERS: (Three
to five year olds), Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to 11:0 a.m. and Thursdays - 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Shannon Ruth Kotch, M.D.
received Doctor of Medicine
Degree
Shannon R. Kotch received her Doctor of Medicine degree from Penn State
Hershey College of Medicine on May
18, 2014. Dr. Kotch is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Kotch of Dallas and the granddaughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kotch of Hanover
Township and the late Mr. and Mrs.
George Harmon of West Pittston.
Dr. Kotch graduated from Dallas
High School in 2006. Upon earning
her undergraduate degree in Biology
with a minor in Chemistry from Wilkes University in 2010, she began her
medical education at Penn State Hershey College of Medicine.
She started her residency in General Surgery at Penn State Heshey Medical Center in July.

ROTARY CLUB OF DALLAS
DONATES DICTIONARIES TO
THIRD GRADE STUDENTS
All third grade students in the Back Mountain area schools were
recently given their own copy of a dictionary. The Dallas Rotary Club dictionary project committee, chaired by Rotarian Ken
Chapple, distributed more than 330 books to Dallas and LakeLehman School District students. The third grade teachers and
their students welcomed the Rotarians and thanked them for their
dedication to literacy and education.

Wyoming Seminary Students
Receive College Board AP
Scholar Awards
Seventy-three current students and recent graduates of Wyoming Seminary have been named AP Scholars by the College Board in
recognition of their exceptional achievement on the college-level AP
(Advanced Placement) Examinations. About 18 percent of the more
than two million students who took AP Examinations in May, 2014,
performed at a sufficiently high level to merit such recognition.
Students take AP examinations in May after completing challenging college-level courses at their high schools. The College Board
recognizes several levels of achievement based on the number of yearlong courses and exams (or their equivalent semester-long courses and
exams).
Two Sem students from the Back Mountain qualified for the National AP Scholar Award by earning an average score of at least 4 on
all AP exams taken and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more exams.
The students, both members of the Class of 2014, are Sai Abhishek,
Shavertown and Andrew Levandoski, Dallas.
Five Back Mountain Sem students qualified for the AP Scholar With
Distinction award by earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP
Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.
Students who graduated in May, 2014 are: Sai Abhishek, Shavertown;
Christopher Kim, Dallas; Andrew Levandoski, Dallas; Bradley Sedor,
Shavertown. The current Sem senior who earned this distinction as a
junior is Adam Rinehouse, Shavertown.
Five students from the Back Mountain qualified for the AP Scholar
With Honor award by earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on AP
exams taken and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of those exams.
Students who graduated in May, 2014 are: Gabrielle Coslett, Harveys
Lake; Jamie Goldstein, Dallas; Kelly Platt, Dallas. Current Sem seniors who earned this distinction as juniors are: Isabella Del Priore,
Dallas and Madison Nardone, Shavertown.
One Back Mountain Sem student qualified for the AP Scholar
award by completing three or more AP Examinations with grades of 3
or higher: Alannah Trombetta, Dallas, who graduated in May, 2014.
Most of the nation’s colleges and universities award credit, advanced placement or both based on successful performance on the AP
Exam. More than 3,100 institutions award credits to students presenting a sufficient number of qualifying grades. There are 34 AP Examinations offered in a wide variety of subject areas, each consisting of
multiple-choice and essay or problem-solving questions except for the
Studio Art exam which evaluates students’ original artwork.
The College Board is a national nonprofit membership association
dedicated to connecting students to college success and opportunity.

Dallas school children received dictionaries from Dallas Rotarians.
First row from left are: Kasidy Motley, Landon Daney. Second
row: Mrs. Sutliff, teacher; Rotarians Carole and Ken Chapple;
Brian Bradshaw, principal, Wycallis Elementary School.

Lehman school children also received dictionaries from Dallas
Rotarians. First row, from left: students Michael Carpenter, Ainsley Daubert, Xander Hoover, Rotarian Art Peoples. Second row:
teachers Maureen Devine and Alysia Jones from Lake Noxen Elementary School and Rotarian Kate Pitkat.
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River of Life
Penn State Wilkes-Barre Participated in ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
Fellowship
Penn State Wilkes-Barre’s Chancellor
and members of campus senior
Ministries
staff took on the popular 2014 ALS
announces special Ice Bucket Challenge with members
of the student body serving as the
services
bucket dumpers. In turn, they chalThe River of Life Fellowship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road,
Lehman will be having a Movie
Night on Saturday, October 4th at
6:30 P.M. The movie “God’s Not
Dead” will be shown.
Join us for “Friend Day” on Sunday, October 5th. We are extending
an invitation to all to come and enjoy a time of worship and fellowship as we share our love of Jesus.
Worship service begins at 10:15
A.M. and a complimentary lunch
will be served after our worship.
Smith Family Revival will be
doing the music for the morning
worship service on Sunday, October 12 at 10:15 A.M.
Everyone is invited to attend
these special services.

lenged the senior staff of Penn State
Hazleton and Penn State Worthington Scranton.
Pictured from left are: Director
of Information Technology Caroline
Chronowski with Kaitlyn Benczkowski (Bear Creek Twp), Director of Business Services & Security
Gary Beisel with Conner Mangan
(Exeter), Chancellor Charles Davis
with Chelsea English (Dallas), Director of Enrollment Management
Ellen Gregorio with Zachary Aciukewicz (Trucksville), Director of Continuing Education Jane Ashton with
Ryan McDermott (Stroudsburg), and
Director of Academic Affairs Albert
Lozano-Nieto with Taylor Shepley
(Trevorton).

Great Book at
Hayfield Fall
2014 Schedule
Community residents, local students, faculty and staff are invited
to participate in the Fall 2014
Great Books at Hayfield informal
discussion series open to all who
enjoy reading great literature.
On Monday, October 27th,
Tom Szumski will lead a discussion on Jack London’s The Sea
Wolf. A 1904 psychological adventure novel about a literary critic, survivor of an ocean collision,
who comes under the dominance
of Wolf Larsen, the powerful and
amoral sea captain who rescues
him. Its first printing of forty thousand copies was immediately sold
out.
On Monday, November 24th,
Dave Smith and Fred Stefon will
lead a discussion on Lucretius’s
The Nature of Things. A firstcentury BC didactic poem by the
Roman poet and philosopher Lucretius with the goal of explaining
Epicurean philosophy to a Roman
audience.
All meetings are held in Hayfield House Community Room,
H105 and begin at 7pm. Refreshments will be served during each
discussion. For more information,
please contact Rachel Rybicki,
Marketing Communication Specialist, at 570-675-9269 or rrybicki@psu.edu.
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Senator Lisa Baker Urges Senior
Citizens to meet with an Apprise
Counselor Regarding Medicare

MEADOWS THANKS AUXILIARY FOR GENEROUS
DONATION OF TWO BLADDER SCANNERS

An Apprise program counselor will be available to meet with senior
citizens who have questions about Medicare and affiliated programs on
Oct. 22 from 9 a.m. to noon in the Dallas office of Senator Lisa Baker. Appointments are required and can be scheduled by calling 570-675-3931.
The counselor is being provided by the Area Agency on Aging of
Luzerne and Wyoming counties as a courtesy to Sen. Baker’s constituents
and will be able to discuss the open enrollment period that begins Oct. 15
and runs through Dec. 7. This is the only time of the year when both Part
D and Medicare Advantage Plan members can change their plans for the
upcoming year. The counselor can also answer questions regarding Medicaid, long-term care insurance, Medigap, screening and applying for the
financial assistance program and to discuss fraud and abuse.
Those scheduling appointments must bring photo ID, their Medicare
card and proof of income, including Social Security earnings. Baker’s office is located in the Dallas Shopping Center along the Memorial Highway.
The Meadows Auxiliary recently funded the purchase of two portable, non-invasive bladder scanners, which will be used to assist doctors in the assessment of bladder function. The two “Rosebud
Units” also measure blood pressure and vital signs. The gift was made possible from profits of “Market on the Pond,” the Auxiliary’s largest fundraiser. The Meadows greatly appreciates and thanks all
of the volunteers and the community for making this event a huge success every year.
Auxiliary members and nursing staff in photo are: Brenda Balinski, Director of Nursing and Irene
Transue, Auxiliary Vice President. Back row from left are: Fran Dierolf, volunteer; Louise Montigney, volunteer; Kelly Cox, Assistant Director of Nursing; Melissa Neishell, Assistant Director of
Nursing; Pete Klein, Auxiliary Second Vice President; Marie Belasco, volunteer; Norm Johnstone,
Auxiliary Secretary; Bob Law, Auxiliary President and Nelson Ashburner, Auxiliary Treasurer.
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Craft Fair to be held at Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
The Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center’s Auxiliary will sponsor
a Fall Craft Fair on Wednesday, October 22nd from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at
4 E. Center Hill Road, Dallas. Admission is free, and all proceeds will benefit the 130 residents at the center.
The event will feature various
vendors, an Auxiliary-sponsored bake
sale, Christmas Treasure table, and
lunch. The Meadows is asking for donations of small or gently used Christmas items. For more information:
675-8600 ext. 195 or 115.
In photo, residents seated from left
are: Rose Bellas and Genevieve Endrusick. Standing behind from left are:
Norm Johnstone, volunteer; Camille
Fioti, Community Services; Louise
Montigney, volunteer; Maryan Daily,
volunteer; Beth Green, physical therapy; Lloyd Ryman, volunteer; Pete
Klein, volunteer; Bob Law, volunteer
and Betty Sorchik, Director Community Services.

Awana Club
of Grace
Community
Church
announces
meetings
The Awana Club of Grace
Community Church begins on
Wednesday, October 1, from
6:00 pm to 7:45 pm. This club
meets weekly though the end of
April and is for children 2 years
of age through 6th grade.
Come join the fun and excitement at Grace Community
Church located on Route 415
across from the Chapel Lawn
Cemetery, in Dallas. For more
information call 570-675-3723
or check out the web site at www.
gracechurchdallas.org.
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Democratic Women’s Group held mixer recently at the Misericordia University to host
Lands at Hillside
NEPA BlogCon in October

By MB Gilliugan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The historic Greenhouse at
the Lands at Hillside was the setting for a recent mixer organized
by the Democratic Women’s
Group in the Back Mountain.
Diane Dreier, chairperson,
gave the group some information
about the greenhouse including
the fact that it was constructed in
Wilkes-Barre in the early 1900’s
before being moved to Hillside
in 1951.
Diane also explained that the
Democratic Women’s Group was
founded to support Democratic
candidates and especially women candidates. Eileen Cipriani,
Democratic candidate for the PA
House of Representatives from
the 120th district was on hand.
Ms. Cipriani noted that there are
currently a record 42 Democratic
women running for Congressional seats in Pennsylvania.
The next meeting of the Democratic Women’s Group is at 6:30
pm, on Thursday, October 23 at
the Daddow Isaacs American Legion on the Memorial Highway
in Dallas. All interested women
are welcome to attend the monthly meetings.
Pictured right at the mixer
for the Democratic Women’s
Group at Hillside from left,
are: Glenda and Mardy Shepherd, Jeanne Dreier and Dory
Hippauf.

Photo right: Enjoying a visit
at the Democratic Women’s
Group event from left are:
Deb Petroski, Diane and Jeff
Dreier.

By: Mandy Boyle
Back Mountain Community News Contributor

Rep. Phyllis Mundy, left, who is retiring after twelve terms in the
PA House of Representatives, is pictured with Eileen Cipriani,
center, and Mary Rodriguez.

According to Nielsen/McKinsey’s NM Incite, more than 6.7 million
people blog and there are currently more than 181 million blogs around
the world. It’s no surprise that blogging has a place in Northeastern
Pennsylvania and this fall, will be celebrated in the Back Mountain.
Marking its third consecutive year, NEPA BlogCon, the region’s
only blogging and social media conference, will be held Saturday, October 11 at Misericordia University in Insalaco Hall, from 9:45 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.; registration opens at 9:00 a.m.
“We’ve received overwhelmingly positive feedback from sold-out
audiences in past years,” said NEPA BlogCon co-organizer Karla Porter. “We’re excited to launch this year’s conference with a new format,
many new presenters, and a new cause.”
NEPA BlogCon is designed to bring together bloggers of all experience levels, as well as those interested in marketing, social media, and
communicating through the internet. It’s also an event for marketers,
small business owners, and students, with tracks focusing on marketing,
technology, and blogging for business.
“We’re excited to have Misericordia host us this year,” said NEPA
BlogCon co-organizer Michelle Hryvnak-Davies. “We’re able to accommodate more people plus we have a new format for the event. It’ll
be theater style so everyone can attend the same sessions.”
The conference will include beginner and advanced sessions on topics including social media in sports marketing, finding your photographer’s voice, using Facebook to grow your business, blog monetization,
brand building, and getting started with YouTube.
“The people are what really make the event,” said Porter. “We’re
thrilled at the variety of presenters and their respective backgrounds.”
Featured speakers include Brian Coe of the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
Penguins, Frances Croke Page of the PureFoodsProject, Danielle Fleming of NOTE Fragrances, Him Cheney of Uncovering PA, and internationally-acclaimed blogger and non-profit founder, Shane Burcaw of
Laughing at My Nightmare.
Last year, NEPA BlogCon drew more than 125 local bloggers,
technology influencers, students, and marketing professionals to Northeastern Pennsylvania, raising funds to benefit Blue Chip Farms Animal
Refuge. Since the event originated in 2012, the amount raised for charity
totals more than $5,000.
All proceeds from this year’s conference will be applied to STEM
education though the launch of a regional code camp in summer 2015,
for girls in fourth through sixth grades.
Like NEPA BlogCon, the code camp will be held in collaboration
with sponsor organization, TecBRIDGE, a regional collegial organization that collaboratively strives to create and embrace entrepreneurial
opportunities with the purpose of growing technology and biotechnology wealth within Northeastern Pennsylvania.
BlogCon’s official media partner for NEPA BlogCon is WNEPTV 16 and the event is proud to introduce Net Driven as its hospitality
sponsor. Additional sponsors who have pledged their support include
Site5, WordPress Knowledge Base, Coalwork, MOZ, Pamela & Robert
Zotynia, the American Advertising Federation of Northeast Pennsylvania, the River Grille, Park Multimedia, and the Greater Wilkes-Barre
Chamber of Commerce.
Tickets are available for $15 and registration is open at nepablogcon.
com. Tickets can be purchased online at nepablogcon.com and includes
lunch refreshments, a SWAG bag, a t-shirt, and admission to all sessions. All proceeds benefit a regional code camp for girls in grades 4-6,
launching summer 2015.
To learn more visit nepablogcon.com, Twitter: @nepablogcon,
Facebook: /nepablogcon or info@nepablogcon.com
NEPA BlogCon is organized by a group of women with a passion for
bringing new ideas and experiences to the Northeastern Pennsylvania
community: Michelle Hryvnak-Davies (@mhryvnak), Karla Porter (@
karla_porter) and Mandy Boyle (@mandyboyle).

Community News • October 2014 • Page 15

LOCAL ATHLETES AMONG THOSE HONORED
BY SENATOR BAKER

Civil War Roundtable plans meeting
Wyoming Valley Civil War Roundtable will have a program on
Paranormal Activity on October 9th, keeping with the Halloween
season. Member, Ed Dubil, will present “Paranormal Civil War Activity at Fort Mifflin, Carlisle Barracks (Jeb Stuart’s raid) and at Sachs
Bridge--This will be an Electronic Voice Production.
Meeting starts at 7:00 P.M. at the Daddow-Isaacs American
Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas. Everyone is welcome. The
Roundtable is accepting new members for the year or a three dollar
donation per meeting for non-members.

STEAM SHOVEL DONATION TO
PENN STATE WILKES-BARRE

Senator Lisa Baker welcomed the 2014 Kutztown Golden Bears baseball team to the state Capitol
recently to recognize the squad for a successful season. The Golden Bears, which captured the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference championship, advanced to the NCAA Division II tournament
before losing to Millersville to finish its season with a 32-21 record. The team included three players
from Northeastern Pennsylvania: Brandon Shemo, of Jermyn (Lakeland), who was the PSAC tournament MVP; Brandon Cholish, of Peckville (Valley View); and Carson Baker, of Lehman Township
(Lake-Lehman). The three previously played at Lackawanna College in Scranton before transferring to Kutztown.
Pictured standing on the Senate floor, from left, are seniors: Carson Baker, Corey Snyder and Kyle
Stoudt, Senator Lisa Baker; Coach Chris Blum, and seniors John Dockins and Brandon Shimo.

ECUMENICAL ENTERPRISES INC.,
THANKS CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

“Walter Bennett’s Bucyrus-Monighan 10W steam shovel model
was recently donated to Penn State Wilkes-Barre. Known as the
world’s smallest working dragline, the model has moved more
than two tons of earth since its finished construction in December
of 1980. The miniature Bucyrus-Moninghan 10W is used in a simulated 12 foot by 13 foot stripmine and will be put into good use at
the Penn State campus for students interested in the engineering
fields. Students will have to opportunity to learn from the model
and its electrical setup to modernize the model for today’s generations to enjoy. Above shown in photo from left are: Dr. Charles
Davis-Penn State Wilkes-Barre Chancellor, Walter Bennett, and
Robert Faux - Senior Instructor of Engineering.”

TRINITY WOMEN’S GROUP
SUPPORTS MEALS ON WHEELS

A “Thank You Reception” was recently held at Apple Tree Terrace at Newberry Estates, Dallas, for
Century Club members of the Meadows Annual Appeal. The Meadows Annual Appeal helps fund
special equipment and large renovation projects that benefit the residents of Meadows Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center and Meadows Manor. The two Dallas facilities are owned and operated by
Ecumenical Enterprises, Inc., a non-profit organization that was formed in 1968 to assist the elderly
with affordable housing and nursing care. Century Club members and their guests are pictured first
row from left are: Maurice Meagher; Jean Meagher; Brenda Balinski; Jerry Sauter; Beverly Price;
Carole Poggi; Joy Bird; Bonnie Shwom and Kim Kirk. Second row: Rev. Robert M. Zanicky; Bill
Volkel; Frances Dierolf; Leonard Ganis; Judy Ganis; Claire Adams; Warren Peters; Arthur Bird
and Gary Kirk. Third row:
Tracy Keelan; Gary Uzelac; Cristina Tarbox; David Klingerman Sr.; David Klingerman Jr.; Carl
Noto; Scott Sorchik; Atty. Thomas O’Connor; Don Kronick and Atty. David Schwager.

Tim June, the President of the Board of Directors of Meals on
Wheels of Wyoming Valley, was recently the guest speaker at the
monthly meeting of the Women of Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Dallas. The group has long supported Meals on Wheels with their
time, talents and financial resources. Three of the women have a
total of more than 90 years of service delivering meals to homebound residents. The program was established in 1969. Volunteers deliver a hot meal for lunch and a cold meal for the dinner
hour. The organization receives no federal funding and is a selfsufficient 501C. At the present time, they serve 12 established
routes in the valley with 60 volunteers. Shown in photo above,
from left are: Meryl Davis, Tim June, Marianne Williams, Barbara Rogers.
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How Can You Be So
Sure the Market Will
Crash?

BACK MOUNTAIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOOK
SHOP IS ACTIVELY SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of MF Advisers, Inc.
I’ve heard the title of this article
(or a variation of it) quite a few times
from those who might consider themselves “knowledgeable” in financial matters and, of course, from those
who would probably not be considered part of the “in-the-know” financial club. I’ve been following investing since my early 20’s and been a
practicing financial planner/advisor for 9 years now, so this one always
grabs my attention no matter how many times I hear it. Recently someone I know heard someone else (not using names to protect identities)
utter the familiar phrase, “we talked to so-and-so and they know that
the market is going to crash”. Really? They KNOW? For sure? Biggest
question that I have for that person: When?
By the way, the “so-and-so” authority this person spoke to probably
has NO experience in these matters at all (not by profession certainly)
and how come his/her crystal ball works so well & mine doesn’t? Reality check: anyone who claims to know for a fact that the market will
crash can only be right once in a blue moon. Anyone who keeps guessing the market will crash EVERY single day will be right eventually
(what about all of those positive days, which far outweigh the negative
market days?). Those are people who should not be trusted because they
belong in the same category of “advisors” who guarantee certain returns
for their clients on equity/bond/mutual fund/ETF investments - not possible to know for sure, people!
Unfortunately, too many people - those not wise enough to know
how to invest properly - invest based upon feelings of fear & greed,
which will always cause rash decisions to be made AND $ to be lost.
If you randomly listen to anyone with an opinion on the market, stock
investments, etc., you’re bound to get some bad and (possibly) some
decent advice.
Never base your financial future on what some random person thinks
the stock market may or may not do. Talk to a true financial professional
- a fiduciary such as a CPA who is knowledgeable in investing matters
(ex: my business partner), an experienced financial professional who
works for an RIA firm (NO pay via commissions & has a fiduciary
responsibility to all clients - ex: the author of this article) - these are the
types of people to help guide you properly with your financial plan in
mind.
If you don’t have a financial plan, what good are those market
investments going to do you if you don’t have a realistic goal with a
target date and a dollar amount? Oh wait, they are DEFINITELY going
to crash so it doesn’t matter! Sounds like sound advice, right? Think
about that next time you hear someone say that they know WHEN the
market will crash!
Do yourself a favor - make yourself a budget (I know - it’s hard but
so is anything worthwhile) and after you do that, construct a financial
plan for your future (see above blurb about being difficult). Get help
from a qualified financial professional (ex: fiduciary) if you need it (reality check: most people who read this WILL need help, whether they’d
like to admit it or not) because you can then be prepared for that market
crash that will definitely come ... someday.
Find an experienced financial advisor who helps clients create
budgets AND financial plans on a regular basis, works for an RIA firm,
earns his/her money from fees (NOT commissions), believes in having
an abundance of investment choices for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher - NOT a salesman - and chances are you’ve found
the right financial advisor to help you prepare and plan for your future.
For more information please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary
based in PA & FL specializing in wealth management, investment advice, and financial planning (including retirement planning).
With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional
education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial
situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU.

The Slightly Read Bookshop of the Back Mountain Memorial Library is providing a great volunteer
opportunity for any adult that loves reading books and helping others. The Bookshop is actively seeking volunteers to help in the Bookshop, on a part time basis. Even a few hours, once a week, would be
greatly appreciated. Volunteers may arrange their scheduled hours to meet their own convenience.
The following are just a few ways in which volunteers make the Bookshop so successful and welcoming to new customers: sSorting book donations, i.e. Fiction or Non-Fiction, pricing books, shelving
books and accepting payments for book purchases and assisting customers in finding books.
Pictured in the above photo above are Bookshop volunteers, from left are: Joann Sauers, Kathy Waltos and Beverly Cushner. Please call the library at 570-675-1182 or stop in for more information.
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Friends of the Bevevino Library to
present author Sally Wiener Grotta
The Friends of the Mary Kintz Bevevino Library at Misericordia
University will present author, photographer and journalist Sally Wiener
Grotta for the talk, “Living the Creative Life.” The free presentation will
be held Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 4 p.m. in the Catherine Evans McGowan
Room on the third floor of the Mary Kintz Bevevino Library.
Grotta will discuss the synthesis that it takes to be a creative individual combining irrationality, practicality, ingenuity, discipline, and
hard work while maintaining humor and common sense. She will share
insights, anecdotes and experiences that will inspire creativity in both
the large and small moments of daily life.
The author of numerous books, Grotta is described as the consummate storyteller for her novel, “Jo Joe,” (2013 Pixel Hall Press) which
is set in a fictional Pocono Mountains village and has been recognized
as a compelling, richly imagined story that generates open, honest discussions about prejudice, bullying, family misconceptions and the racial/ethnic divide. The Mary Kintz Bevevino Library is open to the
public. Information on library hours, services and upcoming events can
be found online at www.misericordia.edu/mu_library or by calling the
library at (570) 674-6231.

ACTIVE SENIORS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Members of the Dallas Active Adult Center recently held a food drive to benefit the Back Mountain
Food Pantry. They collected and donated many items of nonperishable food to help those in need.
The group meets Monday through Friday at the center located in the Stacks complex on Rt. 415 in
Dallas where lunch is provided for a nominal charge. To inquire about membership, please call 570675-2179. Shown in photo above from left are: Charlotte Marchakitus, Betty Smith, Betty Doyne,
Joe Malak, Bob Watlack, Alfreda Malak, Judy Gober, Phyllis Clemow, Gloria Bronson, Rich Anselmi, Loretta Kohol, and Alice Westfield.

Flea Market,
Craft Show

Join us on Saturday October
25, from 9am to 3pm., rain or
shine at the Dallas Eastern Star
Building Association Flea Market, Craft & Vendor Sale, inside
and outside at 15 Foster Street,
Dallas, behind CVs drugstore.
Eastern Star members will be
serving lunch and Welsh cookies.
Vendor information call: Dianne
Corby at (570) 675-4893.

Battling for
Buddy
announced
Battling for Buddy softball
tournament will be held at the
Noxen Tannery Baseball Field
on October 4 and 5 and will benefit Angela Morton Miles.
For team registration please
call Nikki Newell at 570-4069883.
Sunday, October 5 will be
a benefit party with concession stand, basket raffles, 50/50
drawing and live music as follows: 3:00-4:00 WHISKEY N
WOODS, 4:00-5:00
CHICK
REEVES (returning to the BK
MTN after 30 yrs).
5:00-6:00 RJ SCOUTON, and
6:00-7:00 LAST CALL BEAUTIFUL.
There is a $10 donation fee
at the door and the event is a
BYOB.
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Memories of wonderful people coming together in a great community

Community News • October 2014 • Page 19

Community News • October 2014 • Page 20

About Shiatsu

LAKE-LEHMAN INTRODUCES THE 2014 MARCHING BAND

By Dr. David B. Lewis
Lewis Chiropractic and
Muscle Therapy
Shiatsu is a therapy that supports and strengthens the body’s
natural ability to heal and balance
itself. It works on the whole person - not just with the physical
body, but also with the psychological, emotional and spiritual
aspects of being.
Shiatsu originated in Japan
from traditional Chinese medicine, with influences from more
recent Western therapies. Although shiatsu means ‘finger
pressure’ in Japanese, in practice
a practitioner uses touch, comfortable pressure and manipulative techniques to adjust the
body’s physical structure and
balance its energy flow. It is a
deeply relaxing experience and
regular treatments can alleviate
stress and illness and maintain
health and well-being.
Massage, along with acupuncture and herbalism, was
for centuries an integral part of
traditional Chinese medicine,
which was introduced to Japan
by a Buddhist monk in the 6th
century. In particular, they developed the manual healing and
diagnostic arts, evolving special
techniques of abdominal diagnosis, treatment and massage,
which are used in shiatsu today.
Uses For Shiatsu include: relaxation, back pain, headache, premenstrual syndrome, anxiety, insomnia, neck and shoulder pain
and tiredness.
For more information on Shiatsu and how it can help you,
call Dr. David B. Lewis at Lewis
Chiropractic and Muscle Therapy, 570-899-6453. His office
is located at 169 Main Street in
Shavertown.
From our family to yours ...

Have a Safe
&
Happy
Halloween

The Marching Knights band members include nine seniors: John Hospodar playing the Snare Drum, Jared Kepner playing the Tenor
Drums, Nichole Lockard playing the Marimba, Lauren MacMullen playing the Piccolo, Brittney Mahoney playing the Baritone, Jasmine Moku playing the Clarinet and Carolyn Price playing the Alto Saxophone. The Marching Knights color guard members include
two seniors: Jess Geiger and Lila Szabo. The Marching Knights will be competing in the Tournament of Bands this season. The TOB
is one of the largest competitive band organizations in the country. The group received second place in their first competition held
at Shamokin Area High School on Saturday, September 20th,
2014. The next competition is scheduled for Saturday, October
4th, 2014 at Whitehall High School. The Lake-Lehman Band director is Mr. Alex Higgins. Lake-Lehman Band groups include
Marching Band, Color Guard, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Indoor
Percussion Ensemble and Indoor Color Guard Ensemble.
The Lake-Lehman Band is supported by the Lake-Lehman Band
Sponsors. The Lake-Lehman Band Sponsor Group is a year
round organization who host several fundraisers to support all of
the Lake-Lehman Band Programs.
The Lake-Lehman Band Students are currently selling hoagies
and discount cards to raise money for band competition trips.
The next fundraiser will be the Fall Craft Show on November 22,
2014 at the Lake-Lehman Jr/Sr High School. For more information on sponsors activities please visit www.lakelehmanbandsponsors.com.
Shown above in photo, front row from left are: Color Guard
Members Kayleigh Konek, Lehman; Lacey Carey, Noxen; Ariana Dellarte, Harveys Lake; Sierra Titus, Shavertown; Lila Szabo, Hunlock Creek; Jess Geiger, Harveys Lake; Mikayla Kidd,
Harveys Lake; Dakota Williams, Shavertown; Shelley White,
Shavertown. Back row from left are: Marching Band Members
Jared Campbell, Lehman; Hailey Nogic, Hunlock Creek; Casey
Shager, Noxen; Carly Trapani, Lehman; Ethan Mahoney, Sweet
Valley; Nichole Lockard, Lehman; Andrew Leahy, Sweet Valley;
Sage Visneski, Harveys Lake; Collin MacMullen, Shavertown;
Joshua Szabo, Hunlock Creek; Rielly Sutliff, Sweet Valley; Nik
Antinnes, Sweet Valley; Zack Zaleskas, Harveys Lake; Brittany Mahoney, Sweet Valley; Jasmine Moku, Sweet Valley; Dale
White, Noxen; Carolyn Price, Lehman; Cierra Snyder, Shavertown; Lauren MacMullen, Shavertown; Katie Kostrobala, Sweet
Valley; Madison Chulick, Lehman; Katie Kaminski, Dallas; Rebecca Osiecki, Harveys Lake; John Hospodar, Sweet Valley; Jared Kepner, Sweet Valley. Missing from photo: Marching Band
Member Evan Judge, Sweet Valley.
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Bountiful Gifts and Friends Around the Easel Announces Grand Opening in October
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
Never thought of yourself as an
artist? Think you have absolutely
no skills? Even you can enjoy a
night out with your more creative
friends when you sign up for a
Friends Around the Easel class
at the new Bountiful Gifts store
in Dallas.
“It’s actually very relaxing
and anyone can do it because we
go step-by-step through the painting,” said Lynn Marie Busch,
whose mother, Rita Busch is
opening Bountiful Gifts. “My
mother and I are both certified

through OneStroke© Painting
with artist Donna Dewberry.”
The store has a BYOB permit
so class members are invited to
bring their own wine to the Paint
and Sip classes. Ice and some
snacks will be provided along
with hand painted wine glasses
to match the theme of the class.
“We’ll have some cheese, crackers and fruit available but they
can bring their own spread if
they’d like,” said Lynn.
“We will also do private parties for birthdays and other occasions and we can even offer these
events elsewhere like their own
homes or businesses. We can arrange corporate team-building
Rita, right, and Lynn Marie Busch are pictured with some of the Paint and Sip art at the new Bountiful Gifts store in Dallas.
events and also employee nightout classes.”
Generally, Friends Around
the Easel classes involve a stepby-step approach to painting a
particular scene on canvas and,
although everyone is painting
the same thing, the final products
will all be a bit different depending on shading and brush strokes.
All painting supplies will be provided and are included in the cost
of the class which is typically
$35.
Classes will vary by subject
matter and theme and classes will
also be offered to paint on things
other than canvas. For example,
from 6:30 to 9:30 pm, on Tuesday, October 14, the class will Some of the many beautiful hand painted holiday items available
be painting lovely autumn leaves at Bountiful Gifts.
and pumpkins on large galvaThey also have plans underway unique gift.
nized silver pails. On Thursday,
Bountiful Gifts is located at
October 16, from 6:30 to 9:30 for the Christmas holiday includpm, the class will be painting ing an Ornament Club. “We will 2611 Memorial Highway in
wine glasses. All supplies will be have four classes where we will Dallas, in the building housing
provided and registration is open be painting four different orna- Wayne’s World and Ochman’s
ments,” said Rita, who said the Coins and Jewelry. Store hours
now.
Friends Around the Easel also ornaments can also be personal- are: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9
has plans for Saturday classes for ized. “People can come to any or am to 5 pm, Wednesdays, 11 am
groups of children and some eve- all of those classes and we will to 9 pm, Fridays, 1 pm to 5 pm
ning events for teenagers. “We offer a discount if you sign up for and Saturdays, 9 am to 9 pm.
A Grand Opening Event is
will also have some date-night all four ahead of time.”
Bountiful Gifts is also a gift scheduled for 9 am to 9 pm on
classes scheduled where one person will paint a canvas to match store filled with specialty bas- Saturday, October 11. Free minithe canvas the other person is kets, wreaths and hand painted canvas classes will be offered on
painting,” said Lynn. “For ex- items. For the holidays, the store the even hours starting at 10 am.
ample, one canvas could have a will offer gift baskets that can be Refreshments and door prizes
wine bottle being poured while filled with the items you select. will be available throughout the
the matching canvas is of the You can use one of Rita’s hand- day.
For more information about
painted containers and choose
wine glass being filled.”
Rita and Lynn Marie have all from wine glasses, chip and dip Bountiful Gifts, Friends Around
kinds of ideas for individuals and bowls, trays, and ornaments. the Easel, class schedules and
groups to enjoy a class. They can You can also bring in a bottle or registration details, call Rita and
put together appropriate topics other items you’d like to include, Lynn Marie at 570-690-0514 or
for groups like a wedding party, and they will individually pack- visit www.bountifulgifts.com.
or seniors, or church groups. age and wrap it for a truly
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Amore’ - Bridal Buzz
Hello
everyone,
Fall has arrived! It is
my favorite
time of year.
Thanks
again
to
all of my
customers,
friends and family who made the
Dallas Harvest Festival a huge
success. The day just flew by,
and the atmosphere was filled
with good vibes and lots of smiles.
I got to meet new customers and
brides. Several of them have already stopped in the store to check
us out.
I opened Bridal Trinkets more
than 20 years ago, and at that time
it was truly a wedding accessory
shop. For the past 8 years I have
added another shopping experience to the store. The other part of
my store, “ AMORE” focuses on
funky and trendy everyday jewelry, scarves, engraved gifts and
artwork. If you did not know this,
please stop in and look around.
Did you know that October
is the busiest month in the bridal
industry? Some brides dream of
their special day taking place outdoors surrounded by the beautiful
fall foliage. This year promises
to be quite colorful backdrop for
those wedding photographs.
The bridal fashion shows for
2015 are over. I would like to
share what the latest trends will be.
Off-the-shoulder necklines, bold
colors (blues, grays, mint green)
dominated the runways and stole
the spotlight from the blush, ivory,
and of course, white gowns that
we are accustomed to seeing. The
look that I thought was lovely was
the romantic draped shoulder. It is
a great option for brides who want
a sleeve, but do not want to look
too covered. Brides that want a
dramatic walk down the aisle will
love a cape.
Amore is ready for the holiday
season! There are a lot of winter
scarves, Christmas jewelry and
gifts for everyone on your list. We
have started our layaway program
again this year. Since most of our
jewelry is one-of-a-kind, it is a
good idea to start a layaway program with us so the merchandise
you want is here and waiting for
you for the Holidays.
Until next month – keep smiling ...
Ciao, Mary

Trinity Learning Center recently held its annual Welcome Back Picnic
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
Trinity Learning Center,
Dallas, held its annual Welcome
Back Picnic and orientation on
September 3. The event included
face-painting, tie-dyed tee shirts,
pony rides and a visit from the ice
cream truck.
Trinity Learning has classes
for children who are from two to
six years of age and openings are
still available. For more information, call Diane Kerestes, director, at 570-675-0689.

Teachers at Trinity Learning Center posed for a photo just prior to participating in the ALS Ice
Bucket Challenge. Kindergarten students were enlisted to dump buckets of ice water on the group
and donations were made to the ALS Association. In addition, buckets were placed inside the school
for parents to donate to the cause. Pictured from left are: Alexa Decker, Carla Decker, Lauren Kaiser, Diane Kerestes, director of Trinity Learning Center, Lisa DeGraba, Joan Rovinsky, Amy Borton,
Deb Baloga, Kelly VanEtten, Nancy Guyette, and Gretchen Wallace.

Cailynn Hivish enjoys a pony ride at Trinity Learning Center’s
Welcome Back Picnic. She is pictured with her grandmother Linda Hivish.

Jen Sgarlat and her children Emma and Sam enjoyed a visit to
the ice cream truck. The children both attend classes at Trinity
Learning Center.

Witt Gove watched as her children Malachi and Althea had some
face-painting done. Amy Borton, a substitute teacher at TLC, did
the painting for the event.

Sherry and Noah Norconk are pictured during the picnic.

Eli and Zoe Evans are much more
interested in their ice cream than in
smiling for a photo with their mother Danielle. They all enjoyed the
picnic at Trinity Learning Center.

Natasha Carpenter sat with her son Hunter Carpenter and
friend Logan Faulkner during the Welcome Back Picnic.
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Gas Drilling Awareness Coalition (GDAC) recently held meeting at the Dallas American Legion
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
“Pipelines, pipelines, pipelines,” said Sam Koplinka-Loehr,
a member of the Clean Air Council, when asked what Luzerne
County can expect in the future.
“There are 9000 wells already
drilled in Pennsylvania and the
industry expects that number to
reach 100,000.”
The question was one of the
last ones raised at an informational meeting held by the Gas
Drilling Awareness Coalition
(GDAC) at the Dallas American
Legion on September 17. Over
80 people attended the event
where the guest speakers were attorney Todd O’Malley, real estate
appraiser Joseph Fisher, and Koplinka-Loehr. GDAC is a local

Members of the Gas Drilling Awareness Coalition were on hand
for the informational meeting held at the Dallas American Legion.
Seated from left are Audrey Simpson, Diane Dreier, Mary Rodriguez, and Michele Thomas. Standing are Al Rodriguez, Carol
Culver and David Thomas, spokesman for GDAC.
organization whose goal is to educate citizens of Luzerne County
about the natural gas industry

industry and its potential impact
on the community.
Mr. Fisher is a licensed real estate instructor and certified general appraiser. He spoke about the
difficulty of actually pinpointing
a specific percentage difference
in value to properties that have
pipelines running through them
or near them.
Attorney O’Malley noted that
currently pipeline companies do
not have the right of Eminent Domain for some pipelines. Small
diameter pipelines used to move
natural gas from the wellhead to
a natural gas processing facility
or to an interconnection with a
larger mainline pipeline and all
intrastate pipelines which operate
within the state boundaries are
not subject to eminent domain.
“Although former Secretary of
the PA Department of Environmental Protection Michael Krancer is currently working for a Philadelphia law firm that is seeking
to have that law changed,” said
O’Malley. “There are billions of
dollars under our soil and the gas
companies
want
it.”

Speakers for the Gas Drilling Awareness Coalition event, from
left, are Sam Koplinka-Loehr, attorney Todd O’Malley, and Joe
Fisher.
O’Malley cautioned that no
one has the right to just come
onto your property to do any
kind of survey or environmental
impact study. “The people asking these questions work for the
gas companies and they are just
salesmen,” said O’Malley. “They
are not licensed in anything or
registered. You should just tell
them, ‘No,’ because they have no
right to be there.”
Koplinka-Loehr handled many
of the general questions concerning the pipeline industry and its
impacts. He noted that there are
an average of 1.6 accidents per
day and they range from minor
to catastrophic. This should be of
particular concern in an area like
the Back Mountain where nearly
all of our drinking water comes
from ground water. Once ground
water is ruined, the damage cannot be undone without a tremendous expense to the community,
if it can be fixed at all.
“There is a huge profit margin
when the gas companies take the
natural gas from the Marcellus
shale and send it in pipelines
through Pennsylvania and New
Jersey and then ship it overseas,”

said Koplinka-Loehr. “Overseas’
sales is where they make the most
money so they will keep trying
to build pipelines wherever they
can.”
The panel seemed to agree that
the best way to truly protect your
local environment was to join
with your neighbors, get educated, check the accident records of
these pipeline companies, and say
“No.” “Almost without exception, about six months after seeing the results of signing a lease,
all of the people I know were
sorry they did it,” said O’Malley.
“This is not a pot of gold under
the rainbow.”
He also noted that the Pennsylvania constitution is unique
because it states: “The people
have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the
natural, scenic, historic and esthetic values of the environment.
Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the common property
of all the people, including generations yet to come. As trustee
of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the
people.”
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